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Abstract. The finds of coins at the archaeological sites of Sary-Arka represent a unique
phenomenon that is important for understanding the socio-economic and cultural
history of the steppe region of Kazakhstan. Due to the predominance of barter and poorly
systematized monetary circulation, coins are rare in this region, which gives the finds
special value for scientific analysis. Coins are of particular interest because they show
a functional transformation from an economic tool to a ritual symbol. The purpose of
this article is to systematize coin finds from archaeological sites of Akmola, Karaganda,
Pavlodar, North Kazakhstan and Ulytau regions, as well as their interpretation as
elements of monetary circulation and ritual practices. The work uses standard methods
of working with sources and scientific publications, including analysis and synthesis.
These methods allowed us to identify the chronological, geographical and political
features of the distribution of coins. An analysis of 60 coins found in archaeological
sites has shown that the most common are the mints of the Uzbek and Zhanibek khans;
the main mints are Sarai and Khorezm. Isolated finds of coins of the Timurids and the
Bukhara Khanate indicate the preservation of cultural ties in the region in a later period.
The discovery of Chagatai coins in burial complexes indicates that the ritual use of
coins was not limited to the Golden Horde coinage. The purpose of the study is to trace
the development of monetary circulation during the heyday of the Golden Horde and
determine the role of coins in the barter system. For the first time, the article presents a
consolidated collection of Sary-Arka coin finds recorded in the scientific literature. The
results of the study allow us to conclude that the coins in the territories of Sary-Arka
did not perform a mass economic function, which confirms the weak development of
monetary circulation in conditions of the predominance of barter. At the same time,
their regular discovery in funeral complexes, often in strictly defined positions, in
the hands of the deceased, under the skull, indicates the transformation of coins into
ritual objects. Thus, the coin lost its original economic function and acquired symbolic
significance, becoming part of the funeral ritual. This reflects the syncretic nature of the
cultural development of the region, in which elements of centralized statehood, such as
the Golden Horde coin system, were adapted to the conditions of nomadic culture and
integrated into traditional beliefs associated with the afterlife.
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MoHeTHBIEe HAXOAKH B APXCOJIOTNYECCKHUX ITAMATHUKAX Capr-ApKl/I

HU. Kasamaausposa?, k. Yauiet®
“HHcmumym apxeosiozuu umeHnu A.X. Mapeyaaua, KasHY um. Ans-@apabu, Aamamel, Kazaxcmau
bYHueepcumem Jletioena, JletideH, HudepaaHovl

AHHOTanusA. Haxo k¥ MOHET Ha apxeoJIOrHYeCcKUX NMaMATHUKax Capbl-ApKM NMpeACTaBJSIOT CO60HU
YHUKaJIbHOE AABJIEHHE, KOTOpPpO€ KUMEET BaAXXHO€ 3Ha4YeHH e /i1 IOHNUMaHUA COL{HaHbHO-SKOHOMI/I‘{eCKOﬁ
Y KyJIbTYPHOU UCTOPUU CTeNHOTO peruoHa KazaxcraHna. BesieacTBre npeo6JafilaHusi MEHOBOU TOPTOBJIN
¥ cJ1ab0 cMCTeMaTHU3UPOBAHHOTO JIeHeXKHOI'0 06pallleHrsI MOHETHI SIBJSIIOTCS PeJIKOCTbIO AJis JAHHOTO
pervoHa, 4YTo NpuAaeT HaxoZKaM 0CO6YI0 EHHOCTD /Jis HAy4HOTO aHa/iM3a. MOHeThl MpeACTaBJIsSIOT
0COOBIA UHTEpPEC, MOCKOJbKY B HUX MPOC/eXHUBaeTcs QyHKIMOHAIbHAsA TpaHcPopMalusa OT 3KOHO-
MHYECKOT0 CpeJiCTBa K PUTYaJIbHOMY CUMBOJY. llesib aHHOW CTAaTbU — CUCTEMAaTHU3aLMsd MOHETHBIX
Hax0Z|0K C apXeoJIOTUYECKUX MaMsATHUKOB AKMoJIMHCKOH, Kaparanauuckoi, [laBiogapckoi, CeBepo-
KazaxcTaHckoi o6J1acTel ¥ 06J1acTH YJIbITAY, @ TAKKE UX UHTEPIIPeTaLHs KaK 3JIEMEHTOB JIeHEXHOTO
obOpallleHUs] ¥ PUTYaJIbHbIX MPAKTUK. B paboTe HCNOJIb30BaHbI CTAHJAPTHbIE METOAbLI PabOThI C
WCTOYHUKAMH U HAyYHbIMH NYyOJMKALUSMH, BKJIOYash aHAJIM3 U CHHTEe3. JTH MeTOJbl MO3BOJHJIN
BBISIBUTbH XPOHOJIOTUYECKHUE, reorpadpuiecKre U OJTUTHIECKHEe 0COOEHHOCTH PAcCpOCTPAHEHUSI MOHET.
[IpoBeseHHbIN aHaIM3 60 MOHETHBIX HAXOJ0K I10Ka3aJl, YTO HauboJjiee pacipoCTPaHEHHBIMU SIBJSIOTCS
YeKaHbl XaHOB Y36eka 1 YKaHnb6eka; 0CHOBHBIMU MOHETHBIMHU ZiBopaMu — Capaid u Xope3M. EfnHU4YHbIE
HaxO0JIKKU MOHET TUMYpPHJIOB U ByXapcKoro XaHCTBa CBU/IETEJNbCTBYIOT O COXPAHEHUH KYJbTYPHBIX
CBsi3el pervoHa B GoJsiee mo3AHUN nepuof. O6HapykeHUe yYaraTalCKUX MOHET B NorpebasjbHbIX
KOMILJIEKCAX CBU/IETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, UYTO PUTyaJbHOE MUCIOJIb30BaHUE MOHET HE OTPAHHUYMBAJIOCH
30JI0TOOP/IbIHCKMMH YeKaHaMU. 3a/1a4a M CCJIe/IOBAaHUSA — TPOCIeJUTh PA3BUTHE JIEHEXKHOTO 00 palleHUs
B Ilepro/ pacuBeTa 30/10Tou Opibl U ONpeSesIMTh POJIb MOHET B CHCTEME MEHOBOU TOProBJid. B cTraTbe
BIIepBble MpeJiCTaBJeHa CBOJHAs KOJIJIEKIMs MOHETHbIX HaxofokK Capbl-ApkH, 3adUKCHUPOBAHHBIX
B HaquOﬁ JINTEpAaType. PeBYJIbTaTbI HcciegoBaHUA IMO3BOJIAKOT CAeJslaThb BBIBOJ, YTO MOHETbI Ha
TeppUuTOpUsiXx Capbl-ApKH He BBINOJIHSJN MacCOBOW 3KOHOMHYECKOW QYHKIIMH, YTO MOATBEPKAAET
caboe pa3BUTHE JIEHEXKHOT0 0OpalleHHs B YCJIOBUAX MPeo6JialaHuss MEHOBOU TOProeJid. Bmecre ¢
TeM UX peryjisipHoe o6Hapy»XeHUe B NorpebaibHbIX KOMILJIEKCaX, 3a4aCTy0 B CTPOro OMNpeze/EHHBIX
MO3UIUSX (B pyKax yMeplIero, ojYepernoM ) CBHU/IeTeIbCTBYeT 0 TpaHCHOpMaIlu MOHET B pUTYaJIbHbIEe
npegMeTbl. TakuM 06pa3oM, MOHeTa yTpaTHJa CBOKW H3HAyaJbHYH 3KOHOMHYECKyr QYHKLHUI0 U
npruo6pesia CHMBOJIMYECKOe 3HAaYeHUE, CTAHOBSICh YaCThI0 TOTPe6aIbHON 06PSAAHOCTH. ITO OTPAXKAET
CUHKPEeTUYHbIN XapaKTep KYJbTYPHOIO pa3BUTUS PETMOHA, B KOTOPOM 3JIeMEHTHI LIeHTPaJIM30BaHHOU
rocyaapCTBeHHOCTH, TaKHE, KaK MOHE€THad CHUCTEeMa 3oJi0TOM Opﬂbl, aAallTUPOBAJINCh B YC/JIOBUAX
KOY€eBOU KyJIbTYPhl U BCTPAUBAJIMCh B TPAJIMLIMOHHbIE BEPOBAHUSI, CBSI3aHHbIE C 3aTPOOGHBIM MUPOM.
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duHaHcupoBaHMe: CTaThs N0/rOTOBJEHA B paMKaX peasiM3aliy MPoeKTOB GyH/jaMeHTaNbHbIX Hay4-
HbIX HccJeJJoBaHUM, ¢UHaHCUpyeMbIiX KoMHUTeTOM Hayku MHUHHCTepCTBa HayKM W BbICLIEro obpa-
30BaHuA Pecniy6imku Kasaxcran Ha 2024-2026 rozpel, HoMep npoekta BR24992951.

CapblapKaHbIH, apXeoJIOTUSAJIbIK eCKePTKilITepiHeH TaGbl/IFAaH TEHreJIep

I. Kaamagusaposa?, k. Yasuiet®
“9.X. MapryaaH am. apxeosio2usi uHcmumymeul, 9a-Papabu am. Kazax ¥a1mmbiK yHugepcumemi,
Aamamol, Kazakcmax
b/letiden ynusepcumemi, Jletioen, Hudepsiauo

Anpatna. Capblapka apXeoJIOTHSJIBIK €CKEePTKIllTepiHeH TabbIFaH TeHresep KasaKCTaHHBIH
JlaslajiblK, alilMaFbIHbIH 9JIEYMETTIK-3KOHOMUKAJIBIK, K9HE MdJIeHU TapUXbIH TYCiHY YIIiH MaHbI3bl
30p epeklle KyOblIbIC GOJBIN TaObLIaAbl. By aliMakTa 6achiMbIKKA He 60JIFaH albipbac cayjara
Heri3ie/iIreH »KoHe Halllap >KyiHesleHreH akila alHa/bIMbl 9cepiHeH TeHreJsiep CapblapKa aliMarbIH/A
CUPEK Ke3jlece/li, COH/bIKTAH TaObLIFAH TeHreJsiepre FbUIbIMU TaJJlay KYPri3y epekiie KYH/bLJIbIK
Kocazbl. EcKepTKiliTep/ie TaGblIFaH TeHTeJiep 63iHiH 3KOHOMHUKAJIBIK KypaJs peTiHAeri KbI3MeTiHeH
CaJITTBIK OeJirire JefiHri QyHKIMOHAIAbIK TpaHCHOpMalLUsIChIMEH epeKIlie KbI3bIFYIIbLIBIK TYIbIPa/lbl.
Bysn MakanaHblH MakcaTbl - AkmoJia, Kaparangel, [laBinogap, CoatycTik KasakcTaH »koHe YJibITay
00JIBICTAapBbIHBIH, apXeOJIOTUAMNBIK eCKePTKILITEPIHEH TaObLIFaH TeHreJiepAi Xyilesey KoHe oJ1apbl
aKllla allHaJIbIM MEeH Ca/ITThIK TaXKipubesiep/iiy 6esresepi peTiHae TyciHAipy. 3epTTey/e Taaay KoHe
’KUHAKTAY 9/1iCTepiH KAMTHUTBIH JIePEKKO3/IeP MEH FhIJILIMU 3/Ie0UETIEH XKYMbIC iCTeY/iH CTaHapTThI
dJlicTepi KosAaHbLIABL. Bysn afiicTep TeHresep/iiH TapaJjyblHbIH XPOHOJIOTHSJIBIK, reorpadusibIK
’KOHE CasiCh epeKIIeJIIKTepiH aHbIKTayFa MyMKiHZIK 6epai. Tangay CapblapKaHbIH apXeoJOTHSJIbIK
eckepTKilTepiHeH TabbliFaH 60 TeHresepre xKyprisingi. Tangay HoTHXKeciH/e eH KeH TapaJifaH O36ek
xaH MeH YKoHi6eK XaHHbBIH COFbIJIFAaH TUBIH/APhI eKeHi 6eJIrisi 60/1/bl, a7 TEHreaep/li COFbIJIFaH Heri3ri
»KMe Ke3JleceTiH TeHre capailyiapbl — Capail MmeH Xope3M KaJasapbl. OMip Temip aysneTi meH byxap
XaH/IbIFbIHA TUECIJI 2KeKeJieTeH TUbIH/AP 6YJ1 eHip/liH KeliHTi Ke3eHaep/e /e Md/leHU 6alilaHbICTapbIH
caKTaFaHbIH KepceTeni. lllaFaTal/ibIK TeHresJep/liH »XepJey KellleHJepiHeH TaObLIybl CaJTThIK
MaKcaTTa KOJIJJaHbLJIFaH TUbIHAAP TeK ANThIH Op/la TeHresiepiMeH FaHa lIeKTeJMereHiH Jaenien/i.
3epTTey MakcaTbl — AnTeiH Opza AayipiHzaeri akina alHaJBIMHBIH JaMy OGapbICbIH 3epeJiey JKoHe
TeHTreJiepAiH ailblpbac cayja »xydeciHzeri pesiiH aHbiKTay. Byn Makanaga Capelapka ayMarbliHZAA
FBUIBIMU 3/lebueTTep/ie TipKeJreH TeHre TaObLIbIM/IaPbIHBIH XUHAKTA/JIFAaH TONTAMachl ajiFall peT
YCBIHBUIBIN OTHIP. 3epTTey HoTwkesaepi CapblapKa ayMaFblHJarbl TaObLIFAH TeHreJiepAiH KeHiHeH
3KOHOMMUKAJIbIK KbI3MeT aTKapMaFaHbIH, COHbIMEH KaTap, allblpbac cay/iara Heri3/ieJireH arjailiapia
aKlla alHa/JbIMbIHBIH Hallap JlaMyblH KepceTe/i. Aslaii/ia, oJ1ap/iblH KepJiey KellleHAepiH/Ie, XKUi eJireH
aJlaMHbIH KOJIbIH/]a HeMece 6ac CyHeriHiH acThIH/A CUSKThI HAKThI OpbIH/Iap/Aa TaObLIYbl TUBIHAAP/AbIH
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CaJITThIK 3aTTapFa alHalybIH KepceTe/i. Ocbliaiiia, TUbIH 63iHiH 6acTanKbl 3KOHOMUKAJIBIK KbI3METiH
’KOFAJITBII, KepJiey J9CTYpPi CalThIHBIH 6ip 6GeJiiriHe alWHaJbIN, OeJTiJiKk MaFblHa KaObLIJaAbl. Bys
AntbiH OpAaHbIH aKlla allHaJIbIMbIHBIH, XYHeci CUSKTbl OPTa/bIKTaHABIPbIIFAH MeMJIEKETTIMIKTIH
3JIeMeHTTepi Kelunesi MajieHHeTKe 6elimMelin, KeliHri aieMre 6aiaHbICThI AICTYPJi HAHBIMJApFa
eHTeH allMaKTbIH M3/IeHU JJaMYbIHBIH CHHKPETTIK CUNIAaThIH KepceTes.

TyuiH ce3aep: Capbi-ApKa; apxeos0Tusl; HYMU3MaTHUKa; TeHreJsep; aKllla alHaJbIMbl; TEHTe capaubl;
abIpbac cayza; xxepJiey pacimaepi

Introduction

Archaeological sites dating from the Stone Age to the Medieval period have been preserved
across the territory of Sary-Arka. The artifacts discovered during archaeological research in this
area are diverse. However, numismatic material is encountered much less frequently. Due to
the sustained development of barter trade, monetary circulation in Sary-Arka remained largely
irrelevant. Nevertheless, the systematic discovery of stray coin finds and archaeological artifacts
suggests the possible existence of some form of monetary circulation.

The first mention of coins in Saryarka appears in the writings of the Arab geographer al-
Idrisi, who visited the land of the Kimaks in the 12% century. In his book Nuzhat al-Mushtaq
fi Ikhtiraq al-Afaq, al-Idrisi wrote: “The Kimaks use copper coins” (History of Kazakhstan in
Arabic Sources 2010:115). This suggests that copper coins were minted in the region during the
period of the Kimak Khaganate, though they likely did not enjoy widespread use.

The second stage of widespread distribution and use of coins, based on the studied materials,
can be assumed to have occurred during the period of power and flourishing of the Golden
Horde, when coins minted in the central cities of the Golden Horde were distributed throughout
the entire territory of the Golden Horde.

In this context, our study aims to examine the geography of coin distribution, chronology,
and the transformation of their function. The relevance of this research lies in the lack of
comprehensive studies on coins found in the Sary-Arka region, as well as the need to reconsider
the role of coinage in nomadic societies.

Despite their small metal form, coins carry significant historical information. Through
their inscriptions - if the mint, issuer, and date are preserved - a coin can convey the political
situation, the degree of centralization, traditions, and religious beliefs.

The object of this article is coins discovered at archaeological sites in Sary-Arka. The subject
of the analysis is their ritual and cultural function within the funerary practices of nomadic
communities.

Drawing upon both historical sources and archaeological evidence, this article aims to
uncover the complex roles coins played in the life and death of nomadic communities in Sary-
Arka during the Golden Horde period.

Methods and Materials

This study examines coin finds from the 13 to 15 centuries unearthed at burial sites across
Karaganda, Pavlodar, Akmola, and North Kazakhstan regions. The research materials consist
of more than 60 coins, documented in archaeological reports (1949-2020), supplemented
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with published studies and the author's contextual analysis. The research question examines
whether the role of coins in these burials indicates a shift from economic tools to sacred ritual
items. The hypothesis posits that coins had largely lost their transactional value by this period
and were reinterpreted as symbols of status and belief.

The research proceeded in several stages: classification of coins (by mint, ruler, and date),
contextual analysis of their placement within graves (e.g., in the mouth, by the head, or by the
hands), and comparative analysis with burial customs in neighbouring regions. The methodology
combines numismatic, archaeological, and ethnographic approaches. Its novelty lies in treating
coins not solely as economic artifacts but as elements of symbolic and ritual culture, reflecting
intercultural influence, especially from sedentary and Islamic traditions.

Historical background

The Sary-Arka steppe, situated in central Kazakhstan, has been continuously inhabited
since antiquity by nomadic and semi-nomadic populations whose economies revolved
around pastoralism, mobility, and regional barter exchange. Archaeological evidence from
the Bronze and Early Iron Ages, particularly from cultures such as the Begazy-Dandybai and
Tasmola, demonstrates a sophisticated system of animal husbandry, metallurgy, and seasonal
migration patterns that allowed these societies to thrive in the challenging steppe environment
(Bendezu-Sarmiento 2021: 479-503). Settlements were typically small and impermanent, with
material wealth concentrated in livestock, weapons, and prestige items, rather than in durable
infrastructure or currency.

By the first millennium BCE, the region had become a key cultural corridor, connecting the
Saka and later Sarmatian groups to neighbouring polities in Central Asia and the forest-steppe
zones of southern Russia. However, even as these interactions intensified through warfare
and diplomacy, the steppe populations retained a decentralized socio-political structure and
an economy grounded in mobility and resource sharing, rather than fixed markets or coinage
(Akishev & Kushaev 1963).

Pastoral nomadism in Sary-Arka operated through flexible kin-based alliances and seasonal
transhumance, with social prestige tied to herding wealth and martial prowess. Trade occurred
primarily through barter, often involving livestock, dairy products, hides, and crafted goods
exchanged for textiles, metalwork, or grain from neighbouring settled regions. As scholars such
as Khazanov (Khazanov 1994) have noted, nomadic societies typically engaged with monetized
economies on the periphery, selectively adopting goods but rarely integrating coinage into
everyday transactions.

By the early medieval period (7™-11"% centuries), Turkic-speaking groups such as the Kypchaks
had become dominant in the Sary-Arka region. While they maintained contact with Islamic and
Chinese states, they continued to operate within a non-monetary framework. Written sources,
such as the Hudud al-Alam (10% century) and Gardizi’s Zayn al-Akhbar (11%century), describe
the economic life of steppe societies as being reliant on livestock and tribute rather than
markets or minted currencies. Coin finds from this pre-Mongol period are virtually absent from
archaeological records in central Kazakhstan, reinforcing the argument that coins did not serve
any systemic economic function in the region prior to the 13" century.

Thus, before the Mongol conquest, Sary-Arka remained outside the institutional and economic
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infrastructure of minted currency, despite its position between important trading civilizations.
This background is essential for understanding the cultural and symbolic impact of coinage
once it appeared, primarily as a result of political shifts under the Golden Horde.

The arrival of the Mongols in Central Asia in the early 13" century catalyzed a profound
transformation in political structures, long-distance trade, and material culture across the
Eurasian steppe. Following the fragmentation of the Mongol Empire, the Ulus of Jochi, commonly
known as the Golden Horde, emerged as a dominant power in the western steppe. Under the
rule of Batu Khan and his successors, the Horde consolidated vast territories, extending from
the Irtysh River in the east to the Lower Volga and the Black Sea steppes in the west, including
all of Central and much of Northern Kazakhstan (Allsen 2001: 41).

Crucially, the Golden Horde integrated sophisticated administrative and economic practices
inherited from sedentary [slamic states, particularly the Khwarazmian and Seljuk models. One
of the key instruments of governance and commerce was the introduction of a standardized
monetary system. Dirhams (silver coins) and fulus (copper coins) were minted in cities such as
Sarai al-Mahrusa (the capital of the Horde), Khwarizm, Bulghar, and Bukhara. These coins were
inscribed in Arabic and often bore the name of the ruling khan alongside Islamic declarations
of legitimacy, such as the shahada and invocations of the caliph’s authority (Davidovich 1992).

The adoption of Islamic-style coinage served multiple purposes: it facilitated the collection
of taxation and tribute, supported interregional trade across the Silk Road, and reinforced the
khan's legitimacy through both religious and political symbolism. Golden Horde coins have
been found in significant quantities in major urban centers, caravanserais, and trading hubs
across Eurasia, from Crimea to Transoxiana, attesting to their role in the commercial networks
of the 13th and 14th centuries (Fedorov-Davydov 2002).

However, the diffusion of coinage into peripheral or semi-nomadic regions such as Sary-
Arka was more limited and occurred in a distinct context. Here, coins did not enter into regular
economic use, as the prevailing nomadic lifestyle did not require a fixed medium of exchange.
Instead, coins arrived through tribute, diplomatic gifts, or as components of elite exchange,
gradually acquiring new symbolic meanings. Their presence in Sary-Arka, while originating
from a monetized imperial center, was filtered through local ritual and ideological systems.

By the mid-14th century, coins from the reigns of prominent Jochid rulers, including Khan
Uzbek (r. 1313-1341) and Janibek Khan (r. 1342-1357), began to appear in the archaeological
record of Sary-Arka, not in marketplaces or settlements, but in elite burials. These finds, often
in the form of silver dirhams placed in the mouths or near the heads of the deceased, mark a
profound shift in the cultural function of coinage. Rather than circulating as currency, these
coins were repurposed as grave goods imbued with symbolic and perhaps spiritual significance.

This transition from transactional to ritual use reflects broader patterns of material
transformation noted in studies of imperial frontiers and cultural contact zones. As Dietler
(Dietler 2010: 75) and Gell (Gell 1998: 18) argue, objects that move across cultural boundaries
often undergo recontextualization, becoming tokens of identity, cosmology, or status rather
than economic artifacts. In Sary-Arka, coins became part of a funerary language, a material
expression of hybridity where nomadic mortuary traditions intersected with the Islamicized,
urban culture of the Golden Horde.

Thus, the introduction of coinage to Sary-Arka during the Golden Horde period was not a
case of full monetary integration, but rather a selective and symbolic adoption. Coins retained
their form and imperial iconography, but their function was radically reinterpreted within
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local contexts. This phenomenon offers a unique insight into how nomadic societies navigated
imperial influence and transformed external economic instruments into culturally resonant
symbols of power, piety, and remembrance.

Literature Review

The earliest coins in Sary-Arka were discovered during excavations of the Zhartas burial
mound group in 1949, which is attributed to the Late Nomadic period. The site is located 46
km west of Karaganda, near the mouth of the Sokur River, a tributary of the Nura. In the fifth
mound, a small silk pouch containing three silver coins was discovered near the left hand of the
deceased. These coins were minted in Samarkand, Bukhara, and Termez during the reign of the
Jochid Khans. According to Margulan (Margulan 1959: 266), the names of the rulers had been
intentionally erased, a practice attributed by Masson to the coinage under Tarmashirin Khan;
the coin’s dates are 1326, 1327, and 1331.

Margulan interpreted these coins as indicators of monetary circulation, suggesting that their
presence reflects the emergence of craft exchange and trade in the region. A significant find
was later made in 1961 at the Tasmola-4 burial mound in the Tasmola tract, 50 km northwest
of Ekibastuz. Two coins were discovered: one minted by Khan Togtagu (710 AH / 1310 CE)
and another by Khan Uzbek (720 AH / 1320 CE). One was found in the mouth of the deceased,
the other between the fingers. Kadyrbaev and Burnasheva regarded these as evidence of
active monetary use and close economic ties with urban centers in Central Asia and the Volga
region during the Golden Horde era. They also noted the widespread custom across Central
Asia, China, and East Turkestan of placing coins in the mouth of the deceased, a practice they
believed evolved from earlier traditions of putting food in the mouth for the afterlife (Kadyrbaev
& Burnasheva 1970: 52).

Coin finds continued during the modern period. In 1998, during excavations near the
mausoleum of Zhoshy Khan, a 15%-century Bukhara coin was uncovered?!. In the Auliekol
necropolis (60 km northwest of Ekibastuz), 39 silver Jochid coins were found, mainly from the
reigns of Uzbek and Janibek. These were recovered from graves, tombstones, and within the
mouths of the deceased (Petrov and Smagulov 2018: 2).

Laterdiscoveriesinclude coins from three othersites. Inthe Zhanibek Mausoleum (Korgalzhyn
District, Akmola Region), ten coins were found near the head of one burial and three within the
mouth of another individual. An additional coin was discovered at the Zhoshy Khan complex,
embedded in the earthen structure’s northwestern area. At the medieval necropolis of Kyzyloba
(Ualikhanov District, North Kazakhstan), four coins were discovered near the pelvic bones and
the right femur during excavations in 2019-2020 (Petrov et al. 2021: 134).

Results

Based on numismatic material presented in the studies by Margulan (Margulan 1959),
Masson (Masson 1959), Kadyrbaev&Burnasheva (Kadyrbaev & Burnasheva 1970), Petrov,
Smagulov (Petrov & Smagulov 2018), Petrov, Smagulov, Kasenalin, and Esen (Petrov etal. 2021),
two analytical tables have been compiled: Table 1: Distribution of Coins in Burial Monuments of
Saryarka (13th-15th centuries) and Table 2: Position of Coins in Burials.

Table 1 is based on key findings such as the location and year of discovery, minting year,
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mint, and the ruler’s name. A total of 62 coins were found across six archaeological sites: Nura,
Tasmola, Zhoshy Khan Complex, Auliekol, Janibek Mausoleum, and Kyzyloba. These coins
allow for the determination of geographical, political, and chronological characteristics of their
distribution.

Geographically, the coinsreflecta wide territorial spread across Saryarka. The most significant
number of coins - 39, or nearly 63% of the total - was discovered in the Auliekol necropolis,
indicating its high social significance and elite status (Fig.1).

Chronologically, most of the coins date to the 14th century (AH 710-764, corresponding to
CE 1310-1362), which aligns with the peak and subsequent decline of the Golden Horde. The
most represented reigns are those of Khans Uzbek (AH 710-740 / CE 1310-1340), Janibek (AH
740-760 / CE 1340-1360), and Berdibek/Khizr (AH 758-764 / CE 1357-1362). It is likely that
during the reigns of Uzbek Khan and Janibek Khan, intensive cultural and political ties were
established between the region and the central cities of the Golden Horde, as evidenced by
the wide range of minting locations such as Sarai al-Mahrusa, Sarai al-Jadid, Khwarezm, Bulgar
al-Mahrusa, Gulistan, and Azak. Coins minted in Khwarezm and Sarai dominate the findings,
pointing to a centralized monetary system within the Golden Horde.

An analysis of Table 1 shows that the names of the rulers on most coins belong to the House
of Jochi, except three coins from the Zhartas burial ground, minted under Tarmashirin and
associated with the Chagatai Ulus.

Coins minted in Samarkand and Bukhara serve as evidence of the continued connections
between Sary-Arka and Central Asia in the post-Golden Horde period.

The illegibility of some coins may be attributed to corrosion, burial-related damage, or, as
Margulan noted (Margulan 1959: 259), deliberate removal of the ruler’s name. This suggests a
potential intentional devaluation of the coin as an economic instrument and its transformation
into a ritual object.

The concentration of Golden Horde coins in burials, the diversity of mints and ruler names, all
indicate that these coins served ritualistic and status-related purposes after spreading from the
central cities of the Golden Horde. Coin findings in Sary-Arka provide evidence of a centralized
system within the Golden Horde and economic integration between nomadic and sedentary
societies. This integration did not become part of the nomadic economy but instead took on a
religious function.

The analysis of coin placement in burials reveals a ritual practice involving the use of coins
during interment, indicating a transformation of their function - from a means of payment to a
ritual element within the burial inventory. The discovered coins were recorded in four leading
positions: near the gravestones (34 specimens), near the head (10 specimens), inside the oral
cavity (5 specimens), and near the hands and pelvic bones (8 specimens).
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4 — Auliekol, 5 Janibek Mausoleum, 6 - Kyzyloba. (Compiled by the authors based on: Margulan 1959;
Kadyrbaev&Burnasheva 1970; Petrov&Smagulov 2018; Petrov et al. 2021).

Discussion

Since ancient times, the territory of Sary Arka has been inhabited by nomadic tribes whose
economies were based mainly on barter. This system underwent a brief shift with the rise
of the Golden Horde, which introduced a more structured form of monetary circulation. The
Golden Horde controlled a vast territory stretching west of the Irtysh River, including northern
Semirechye, all of Central, Northern, and Western Kazakhstan, extending to the Lower Volga
region and beyond - “to the limit where the hooves of Mongolian horses reached” (History of
Kazakhstan 1996: 445).

Coins discovered in the Sary-Arka region date predominantly to the 13th-14th centuries and
are mainly attributed to the coinage of Golden Horde rulers. The chronological concentration
and geographical distribution of these coins suggest that they were minted during the peak of
the Golden Horde’s power. Their presence indicates a relatively advanced stage of monetary
circulation in this period. These coins reached Sary-Arka, where monetary exchange had
previously been limited, through the expansion of the Horde’s economic and political influence.

Following the decline of the Golden Horde, however, coins lost their function as a medium
of exchange and began to serve ritual purposes. They were incorporated into burial practices
as decorative or symbolic objects. The positioning of coins - in the mouth, near the hands, or
by the head of the deceased - suggests their cultic significance. Drawing parallels with burial
practices in Central Asia, China, and East Turkestan, scholars propose that coins may have
served as “provisions for the soul” in the afterlife (Kadyrbayev and Burnasheva 1970). Some
coins with perforations were likely used as amulets or as elements of body adornment.

Margulan links these burial rituals with the emergence of class distinctions and the early
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commodification of money (Margulan 1959: 259).

Jochid coins found in burials are not limited to the Sary-Arka region but are also present
in western Kazakhstan. Of particular significance for this study are the coin finds from the
Mokrinsky I burial ground, located in the Zhanakala (Zhangalinsky) District of West Kazakhstan
Region. During archaeological excavationsin 2008, twenty silver coins dating to the Jochid period
were discovered in five burials. This finding extends the known geographical distribution of
coins in burial contexts. The Jochid coins were placed in typical ritual positions similar to those
observed at archaeological sites in Sary-Arka: on the right hand, near the left elbow, beneath the
skull, at the temple, and directly in the mouth of the deceased (Pachkalov 2009: 276).

The placement of coins in the mouth and near the hands is likely rooted in religious beliefs.
Ethnographer Oshanov, based on oral accounts, argues that placing coins in the mouth of the
deceased is not a traditional nomadic practice, but rather a custom introduced from sedentary
cultures. In contrast, nomads traditionally equipped the dead for the afterlife with weapons and
a horse.

Oshanov notes that leaving coins at a gravesite - either on the tombstone or within the burial
- is a relatively recent innovation influenced by Islamic traditions. Coins were often left for the
mullah who conducted the funeral or for the person reciting the Quran. Today, similar customs
persist, with coins or money wrapped in cloth and left at gravesites. A passerby may take the
coin after offering a prayer for the deceased.

Oshanov also emphasizes that perforated coins were valued not as currency, but for their
material, often silver or light metals. Silver, believed to have purifying properties, was commonly
used in daily life. For instance, newborns were bathed in water containing silver coins on their
40th day. Among Kazakhs, silver was historically more valued than gold, which explains the
continued ritual use of coins even during the Soviet period.

A renewed phase of monetary circulation occurred under the rule of Abulkhair Khan.
According to Tarikhi Abulkhairkhani by Kukhistani, Abulkhair Khan took control of the Ordu
Bazaar, capital of Deshti-Kipchak, and had coins minted in his name alongside the recital of the
khutbah (Kukhistani 1969: 155). However, Davidovich cautions against taking such statements
at face value. She argues that rhetorical mentions of coinage and khutbah do not necessarily
imply actual minting: “if the sources emphasize that the coins were minted on behalf of such
and such a person, this does not mean that the coins were minted” (Davidovich 1992: 127-128).

Given that most coins in Sary-Arka are found in burial contexts, it is essential to consider
Blackburn’s observation that coins discovered in graves cannot be relied upon to accurately
reconstruct historical monetary systems or chronologies, as they may have entered the burial
long after their period of circulation (Blackburn 2005: 13).

Conclusion

Based on the available evidence, it can be concluded that coin circulation in Sary-Arka
reached its peak during the Golden Horde period, when structured monetary practices briefly
penetrated this traditionally barter-based nomadic region. The introduction of minted coins
from centers such as Sarai, Bukhara, and Khwarizm marked a significant but short-lived phase
of monetization, linked to the broader administrative and economic systems of the Jochid Ulus.

However, as the political cohesion and economic infrastructure of the Golden Horde
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fragmented, coins in Sary-Arka lost their transactional function. Instead, they assumed symbolic
and sacred roles, particularly within elite funerary contexts. By the time they were incorporated
into burial inventories, placed in the mouth, beside the head, or near tombstones, coins were
no longer markers of commerce but objects of ritual, linked to beliefs about the afterlife and
influenced by sedentary Islamic traditions.

This article has surveyed over 60 coin finds across key archaeological sites in Karaganda,
Pavlodar, Akmola, and North Kazakhstan, spanning the 13th to 15th centuries. Through
numismatic classification, contextual burial analysis, and comparative ethnographic research,
it demonstrates that these coins were not instruments of daily economic exchange but rather
functioned as ritual tokens, status symbols, or cultural imports.

The study draws upon early Soviet-era excavations (Margulan, Kadyrbaev, Masson), modern
fieldwork (Petrov, Smagulov, Yesen), and theoretical perspectives from material culture and
ritual economy. It contributes to the growing body of literature that challenges economic
determinism in archaeological numismatics, highlighting the importance of viewing artifacts
within their full cultural and symbolic context.

Thus, the presence of coinsinthe region should be understood less as evidence of awidespread
monetary economy and more as indicators of intercultural exchange, symbolic communication,
and the emergence of social hierarchies. The coin finds of Sary-Arka are therefore invaluable
not only for the field of numismatics but also for broader archaeological and ethnographic
interpretations of ritual, identity, and cultural transformation in medieval Central Asia.
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Appendix
Table 1 - Distribution of coins from Burial Sites in Sary-Arka (13" -15" centuries)
(Compiled by the authors based on: Margulan 1959; Kadyrbaev&Burnasheva 1970;
Petrov&Smagulov 2018; Petrov et al. 2021).

Place Year Quantity | Chronology (the year Minting Center Ruler
of discovery | of discovery of the Hijra)
Nura 1949 1 727 Samarkand Tarmashirin
Nura 1949 1 726 Bukhara Tarmashirin
Nura 1949 1 730 Termez Tarmashirin
Tasmola 1961 1 710 Sarai-al-Mahrusa Togtagu
Tasmola 1961 1 the end of the 20® year Sarai-Berke Uzbek
of the 14" century
Zhoshy Khan 1998 1 15th century Bukhara Coin
Complex
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Auliekol 2015 1 731-733 Bulgar-al- Uzbek
Mahrusa
Auliekol 2015 1 722 Sarai-al-Mahrusa Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 2 746-478 Sarai al-Jadid Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 750 Sarai al-Jadid Janibek
Auliekol 2015 2 706 Khwarizm Toktubek
Auliekol 2015 2 Missing Khwarizm Toktubek
Auliekol 2015 1 717 Khwarizm Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 1 71(...) Khwarizm Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 1 733 Khwarizm Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 1 743 Sarai al-Jadid Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 743 Khwarizm Janibek
Auliekol 2015 5 744 Khwarizm Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 747 Khwarizm Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 750 Gulistan Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 Missing Khwarizm Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 759 Khwarizm Berdibek
Auliekol 2015 1 75(8-9) Khwarizm Berdibek
Auliekol 2015 1 760 Khwarizm Berdibek
Auliekol 2015 1 (76)1 Khwarizm Kulpa
Auliekol 2015 1 707 Khwarizm Toktubek
Auliekol 2015 1 70(6/77) Khwarizm Toktubek
Auliekol 2015 1 718 Khwarizm Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 1 731 Khwarizm Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 1 7(..)7 Khwarizm Uzbek
Auliekol 2015 3 745 Khwarizm Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 Missing Khwarizm Janibek
Auliekol 2015 1 758 Khwarizm Khizr
Auliekol 2015 3 762 Khwarizm Khizr
Janibek 2020 2 710 Sarai-al-Mahrusa Toktogu
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 714-721 Sarai Uzbek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 740 Sarai Uzbek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 (737-740) Sarai Uzbek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 7(45-49) Sarai al-Jadid Janibek
Mausoleum
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Janibek 2020 1 (747-748) Sarai al-Jadid Janibek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 753 Gulistan Janibek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 Unclear Gulistan Nowruz Khan
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 764 Azak Abdullah
Mausoleum Khan
Janibek 2020 1 (74)7 Sarai al-Jadid Janibek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 752 Gulistan Janibek
Mausoleum
Janibek 2020 1 761 Gulistan Khizr
Mausoleum
Zhoshy Khan 2020 1 785 Samarkand Amir Timur
Complex
Kyzyloba 2019-2020 1 (714-721) (Sarai) Uzbek
Kyzyloba 2019-2020 1 734 (Sarai) Uzbek
Kyzyloba 2019-2020 1 737 (Sarai) Uzbek
Kyzyloba 2019-2020 1 734-737 (Sarai) Uzbek

Table 2 - Position of coins in burials
(Compiled by the authors based on: Margulan 1959; Kadyrbaev&Burnasheva 1970;
Petrov&Smagulov 2018; Petrov et al. 2021)

In the oral cavity | Near the arms and | Nextto the head | On the tombstone
pelvic bones

Number 5 8 10 34

Notes
1. Informationaboutthe Bukharacoin.Archive ofthe A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology.
F.11,in.39,d.479.
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