GUMILYOV JOURNAL OF HISTORY
ISSN: 3080-129X. eISSN: 3080-6860
WORLD HISTORY - J[YHUE?KY3] TAPUXDBI —

BCEMHPHAA UCTOPHUA

Research Article @ ®®@
[RSTI: 11.25.09 BY NC ND

https://doi.org/10.32523/3080-129X-2025-153-4-59-73

Development of Bilateral Relations Between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan
in 1993-2013

S. Jabbarova <
Azerbaijan University of Tourism and Management, Baku, Azerbaijan
D<gsanubar9@gmail.com

Abstract. In the period from 1993 to 2013, relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Republic of Kazakhstan developed steadily based on historical, cultural, and
linguistic commonality, mutual respect, and strategic interests. The states in question,
which became independent after the collapse of the USSR, built their bilateral ties,
simultaneously forming an independent foreign policy identity and strengthening their
positions in the international arena. Cooperation in the energy sector acquired special
significance in bilateral relations. The signing of an agreement on cooperation in the
oil and gas industry in 1996, as well as the 2006 agreement on the transportation of
Kazakh oil through the Caspian Sea and the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline, became
breakthrough steps in bilateral relations. Kazakhstan received a reliable route for the
exportofitshydrocarbons,and Azerbaijanreceivedastrategicpartnerinthe development
of its transit infrastructure. The article analyzes the development of bilateral relations
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Kazakhstan in the period from
1993 to 2013. The key stages of cooperation in the political, economic, energy, and
humanitarian spheres are considered. Based on the study of diplomatic initiatives and
economic indicators, the main factors that contributed to the development of mutually
beneficial cooperation and the formation of a solid base for further interaction between
the two countries are identified. The article highlights the main achievements and
significant agreements that laid the foundation for further strategic interaction in the
21st century. The work uses the methods of comparative historical analysis, a systems
approach, as well as elements of content analysis of official documents and speeches. The
analysis of bilateral relations is based on the study of political, economic, and cultural
aspects of cooperation between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, with the involvement of both
official sources and scientific literature. The work analyzes the key interstate treaties
between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, which made it possible to identify the legal basis
and institutional mechanisms for cooperation between the two countries. In conclusion,
it is emphasized that relations between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan in the period under
review were characterized by stable growth and deepening of multi-level interaction,
which created a solid foundation for a long-term mutually beneficial alliance. Prospects
for further development of the partnership are associated with the implementation of
joint infrastructure and energy projects, as well as with strengthening coordination on
topical issues of regional security and sustainable development. Thus, Azerbaijan and
Kazakhstan continue to form a model of constructive cooperation based on common
interests, historical and cultural ties.
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Pa3sBuTHe JBYCTOPOHHUX OTHOLUEHUMN MeXAYy A3epOoanaKaHOM U
Ka3zaxcraHnom B 1993-2013 rr.

C. >xa66apoBa
AzepbatidxicaHckull yHusepcumem mypusma u meHedxcmenma, baky, AsepbaiidicaH

AnHoTanus. B nepuoa ¢ 1993 no 2013 rofibl oTHOLIeHUST MeXy A3epbaiipkaHckoil Pecniy6ikoit v
Pecny6sinkoi KazaxcTaH nmpo4yHO pa3BUBaJIMCh HA OCHOBE UCTOPUYECKOM, KYJIbTYPHOH U SI3bIKOBOH
OOLHOCTH, B3aMMHOIO yBa)KEHHS U CTpaTernyecKUX HMHTepecoB. PaccMaTprBaeMble rocyZapcTBa,
CTaBLIME He3aBUCUMBIMHU Tnociae pasBaja CCCP, BeicTpauBasn CBOM [ BYCTODOHHHE CBS3H,
O/JHOBpeMeHHO (GOpMHUpYs CaMOCTOSITEJbHYI BHELIHENOJUTHUYECKYI UAEHTHUYHOCTb U YKpemsas
NO3ULMU Ha MexXJyHapoaHoHl apeHe. Ocoboe 3HaueHHe B JBYCTOPOHHHUX OTHOLIEHUSIX NPUOOpeso
COTPYAHHUYECTBO B 3HepreTu4yeckou cdepe. [lognucanue B 1996 roay corsiameHus: 0 COTPYAHUYECTBE
B He{TerasoBO NPOMBIIIJIEHHOCTH, a TakXe Aorosop 2006 roja o TpaHCIIOPTUPOBKE Ka3aXCTaHCKOU
HedTH yepe3 Kacnuii u no HedTenpoBony Bbaky-Téunucu-/IxeiixaH cTajd NpOpbIBHBIMHU LIaraMu B
JIBYyCTOPOHHEM OTHOILIeHMHU. KazaxcTaH oJIy4YrJ1 HaAEXHbIM MapLIPyT 3KCIIOPTa CBOUX YIJIEBOJ0PO/I0B,
a Azep6aii/pkaH — CTpaTernyecKoro napTHEpPA M0 Pa3BUTUIO CBOEN TPAaH3UTHOU UHPPACTPYKTYpHI. B
JJaHHOM paboTe paccMaTpUBaeTCs IPOLeCC pa3BUTHA ByCTOPOHHUX OTHOLIEHUH Mex 1y Pecniy6/inkoi
Azepb6aiimxaH u Peciy6iinkoit Kazaxcran B 1993-2013 rogax. Oco6oe BHUMaHUe yJieJIeHO KJIHYEBbIM
TanaM (OpPMHUPOBAHUS COTPYAHUYECTBA B MOJUTHYECKONW, IKOHOMUYECKOH, 3HEPreTHUYECKOHW U
TryMaHUTapHOW 06J1acTaX. Ha ocHOBe U3y4yeHUs AUIJIOMATHYECKUX LIAaroB U 9KOHOMUYECKUX JaHHBIX
BbISIBJISIIOTCSI OCHOBHbIE PAKTOpBI, COAENCTBOBABIIKE PAa3BUTHIO B3aMMOBBII'0OJJHOI'0 COTPYHUYECTBA
1 GOpMHPOBAHUIO Ha/Ie)KHOT'0 GyHAaMeHTa AJ15 6yylero B3anMo,eHCTBUSA MeXAY IByMsl CTpaHaMM.
B cTaTbe BbI/eJISIIOTCS OCHOBHbIE JJOCTHXKEHUS U KJI0UYEBbIE COTJIallleHus], KOTOPbIe 3aJ10’KUJIM OCHOBY
JUIsl aJibHEWIIero crparerndeckoro naptHepctBa B XXI Beke. B paboTe MCnoJ/ib30BaHbl METOAbI
CPaBHUTEJIbHO-UCTOPUYECKOI'0 aHa/Iu3a, CUCTEMHbBIN MOAX0J, a TaKXkKe 3JIeMeHTbl KOHTeHT-aHa/lu3a
opULHaNBbHBIX JOKYMEHTOB U BBICTYIJIEHUN. AHA/IM3 a3epbai/pKaH0-Ka3aXCTaHCKUX JIBYCTOPOHHUX
OTHOIIEHHH 0CYI[eCTBJIEH HA 0CHOBE KOMIIJIEKCHOTI'O U3y4eHUs PAa3/IMYHBIX aCIeKTOB B3aUMO/ZLeCTBUSA
MeX/ly IByMsI TOCyLapCTBaMU C OIOPOX Ha 0pULHa/IbHbIE JOKYMEHTHI, a TAK)Ke HAy4YHO-aHAJIMTHYeCKUe
UCTOYHUKU. B paMkax HcciefoBaHUA NPOBeJEH BCECTOPOHHUM aHAJMW3 OCHOBOIOJIATAOIIUX
MeXIoCyJJapCTBEHHbIX COTJIAlleHWHM, 3aKJIUYE€HHbIX MexJay AsepbaiipkaHoM U KasaxcTaHoMm,
YTO MO03BOJIUJIO BBIIBUTb HOPMATUBHO-NPABOBYI 06a3y M HMHCTUTYLHUOHAJIbHbIE MEXaHU3MBI,
obecneuunBaruie QyHKIIMOHMPOBAHNE U pPa3BUTHe JBYCTOPOHHEr0 COTPyJHUYeCTBa. B 3ak/toueHue
[OJYEePKUBAETCs], UTO OTHOLUEHUsI MexAy AsepbaipkaHoM U KasaxcTaHoM B paccMaTpuUBaeMbld
Nepuo/ XxapaKTep1u30BaJMCh CTaOUIbHBIM POCTOM U YT/1y6J1eHUeM MHOTOYPOBHEBOT0 B3aUMO/eHCTBHS,
YTO CO3JaJI0 MPOYHYH OCHOBY JJIf JOJIFOCPOYHOI'O B3aWMOBBIMOJHOrO ajibsiHca. [lepcrneKTUBEI
JlaJIbHEHIIero pa3BUTHUSI NAapTHEPCTBA CBsI3aHbl C peaju3alyedl COBMECTHBIX MHQPACTPYKTYPHBIX
U JHepreTHYeCKUX IPOEKTOB, a TaKXe C YCUJIeHUWeM KOOpAWHALMU IO aKTyaJbHbIM BOIIpOCaM
peruoHaIbHON 6e30MaCHOCTH U yCTOWYMBOTO pa3BUTHsA. TakuM o6pa3omM, AzepbaiimkaH u Kazaxcran
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NpOJ0/KAIT GOPMHUPOBATH MOJIe/Ib KOHCTPYKTUBHOTO COTPY/HUYECTBA, OCHOBAHHYIO Ha OOLIHOCTH
MHTEPECOB, UCTOPUYECKUX U KYJbTYPHBIX CBA3EM.

KiioueBsle ci1oBa: Azep6aii/pkan; KazaxcraH; Mexx/[yHapoJHOe COTPYJHUY€ECTBO; L0roBopbl; Kacnuii;
3HepreTHyYecKasi 6e30MacHOCTb; HePTh; MOJUTHUKA; IKOHOMHUKA; KyJbTypa

For citation: /I;xa66apoBa C. Pa3BuTHe AByCTOPOHHUX OTHOLUIEHU I Mex iy AsepbaiiixkaHoM U KazaxcTaHOM B
1993-2013 rr. Gumilyov Journal of History. 2025. T.153, no.4, pp.59-73. https://doi.org/10.32523/3080-
129X-2025-153-4-59-73

Jd3epoOai’kaH MeH Ka3zakcTraH apacblHAAaFrbl €eKi2)KaKThbl KATbIHACTAPAbIH,
Aamybl (1993-2013 xxk.)

C. Jxa66apoBa
d3zepbatincan Typusm xcane Menedxrcmenm yHusepcumemi, baky, 93epbatixcau

Anparna. 1993 xbuigan 2013 xblaFa Jedinri KeseHae o3ipbaikaH Pecniy6sinkacbl MeH KasakcTaH
Pecny6/1MKackl apacblHAAFbl KapbIM-KATbhlHACTAP TApPUXU, M3JIEHU K9HE TiJJIIK OpTaKThIKKa, 63apa
KYPMET IeH CTPaTerusiJiblK MyAJesiepre HerisfieareH TypakThbl JamblAbl. KCPO bigblpaFraHHaH KeWiH
TayeJsICi3/JiKKe KOJI ’KETKI3TeH aTaJiFaH MeMJeKeTTep eKiKaKThl 6aliJlaHbICTAPbIH KYpblI, 6ip Me3riije
TAYeJICi3 ChIPTKbI casicu GipereiJiiKTi KaJbIITACThIPbII, XaJblKapablK apeHaJafFbl YCTaHbIMJAPbIH
HBIFAUTTHI. EKDXKaKThI KaTblHACTap/la 3HEepreTHKa caJacblH/aFbl BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK epeKllle MaHbI3Fa
ve 601/1b1. 1996 KbLIbl MYHAM-Ta3 cajllacbIHaFbl BIHTHIMAKTACTBIK TypaJibl KeJiciMre, conjaii-aK 2006
*KbLIFbl KazakcTtan MyHalblH Kacniuii TeHi3i »koHe Baky-Tounucu-KelixaH MyHall KyObIPbI apKbLIbl
TacbIMaJllay TypaJibl KeJliciMre KOJI KOK €eKiXaKTbl KapbIM-KaTblHAacTapAarbl CepHiHAI Kajamzap
6osbl. KazakcTaH keMipcyTeri MMKi3aThIH 3KCIOPTTAYbIH CEHIM/i 6aFbITHIH aJI/bI, a O3ip6aikaH
TPaH3UTTIK UHQPAKYPhIIBIMbIH 1aMbITy/la CTPATETUSJIBbIK apinTecke ve 60abl. Makanaga 1993-2013
KbLJIIAP apajbIFbIHAFbl O3ip6aiikaH Pecny6sivikackl MeH KasakcTaH Pecrny6Jiikachl apachIHIaFbl
eKDKaKThl KapbIM-KaTbIHACTap/AblH, JAaMybl TaazaHazabl. Casgcu, 3KOHOMHUKAJBIK, 3HEpPreTHUKaJIbIK
>)KOHe TyMaHUTapJIbIK Ccajajapfarbl BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBIH HEri3ri Ke3eHJepi KapacTbIpblIa/bl.
JunsoMaTUsAIBIK OacTaMasap MeH 3KOHOMHUKAJIBIK KepCeTKilTepAi 3epjesey HeridiHae e3apa
THiIM/Ji BIHTBIMAaKTaCTBIKThI IaMbITyFa Xo9He eKi eJI/liH 0/laH api e3apa ic-KUMBbLJIbIHbIH, 6epik Heri3iH
KaJIbIIITAaCThIPYFa bIKIaJ eTKeH Herisri pakTopJsap alKbiHAaAAbl. Makaiazsa 21 FacelpAafbl oflaH api
CTpaTerusJiblK 63apa ic-KUMbLI/IbIH, HETi3iH KaJlaFaH HEeTI3ri XKeTICTIKTep MeH MaHbI3/bl KeJiciMaep
KepceTiyireH. JKyMbIcTa ca/bICThIpMa/bl TapuUXd Taljay dJicTepi, »KyHeJliKk Ke3Kapac, COHJaH-ak
pecMHu Ky»KaTTap MeH GasiHAaMasapAbl Ma3MYH/bIK TalAay 3JieMeHTTepi KoaAaHbliazbl. EKiKaKTh
KapbIM-KaTbIHACTAP/lbl TaJ/lay PECMU JepeKKe3AepAi /e, FbLIbIMU 3/le6ueTTepAi e TapTa OThIPHIII,
O3ip6aikaH MeH Ka3akcTaH apacblH/IaFbl bIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBIH CasiCh, 9KOHOMHUKAJIBIK )KOHE MOJIEHU
acCleKTiJiepiH 3epTTeyre Heri3gesreH. 2KyMbICTa eKi eJ1 apacblHAaFbl bIHTbIMAaKTAaCTbIKTbIH KYKbIKTBIK,
HerizJiepi MeH HUHCTUTYLMOHaJ/JbIK TeTiKTepiH aHbIKTayfa MyMKiHJiK GepreH Osepb6aii’kaH MeH
KasakcTaH apacblHJaFbl Heri3ri MemJieKeTapaJjblK LIapTTap TaaAaHajbl. KopbITBbIHAbBLIAN KeJle,
KapacTbIPbLJIbII OThIPFaH Ke3eHe O3ipbaiikaH MeH Ka3akcTaH apacblHAaFbl KAPbIM-KAThIHACTAP KOTl
JIeHreiJli e3apa ic-KUMBLIABIH TYPAKThI 6CyiMeH KoHe TepeH/ JJeyiMeH CUIIaTTal/bl, 6y y3aK Mep3iMai
e3apa THIMJiI oJaK yuIliH Gepik Heri3 Kyp/bl. OpiNTECTIKTi oJaH api AaMbITy MepcleKTUBaIapbl
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6ipsieckeH MHPPAKYPBLIBIM/IBIK KOHE 3HEpPTreTUKaJbIK K006a/ap/ibl XKYy3ere acblpyMeH, COHJAAN-aK
OHipJIiK Kayimnci3/lik meH TypaKThbl AaMyAbIH 63€eKTi Macesesiepi 60UbIHIIA YHIECTIpY/i KYIIeHTyMeH
6ainanbicThl. OchLialiiia, O3ipbaikaH MeH KasakcTaH opTak My/iJle/iepre, TapUXH >XoHe MdJleHU
GalitaHbICTapFa HeTi3/ieJIreH ChIHAPJIbI bBIHTBIMAKTACTBIK YJITiCiH KaJIbITACTBIPY/bI KaJIFACTBIPY/IA.
TyiiH ce3aep: O3ipbaiikaH; KazakcTaH; Xxa/blKapasblK bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK; IIapTTap; Kacnuit; sHepre-
TUKAaJIbIK KAYilCi3/liK; MyHal; casicaT; 9SKOHOMHUKA; MdJeHUET

Introduction

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Kazakhstan, which became independent states, began to form bilateral relations on a new
basis. The period 1993-2013 covers two decades, during which the interaction between the two
countries developed in political, economic, cultural, and humanitarian spheres. Both states are
united not only by common historical and cultural roots, but also by strategic interests within
the framework of such international organizations as the Commonwealth of Independent States,
the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the International Organization of Turkic Culture
and others.

At the same time, external factors had a significant impact on the nature and dynamics of
Azerbaijan-Kazakhstan relations. Russia, maintaining the status of the most important player
in the post-Soviet space, sought to keep both Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan in the sphere of its
political and economic influence. Through the mechanisms of the CIS, the CSTO (for Kazakhstan),
and energy cooperation, Moscow influenced the strategic decisions of both countries, especially
in matters of energy exports and regional security.

In the period under review, China gradually increased its presence in Central Asia and
the South Caucasus, promoting initiatives in the transport, logistics and energy sectors. For
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, Beijing became an alternative partner interested in developing
transit routes and energy projects, which contributed to the intensification of interaction
between the two states in the sphere of East-West transport corridors.

On the contrary, the European Union showed interest in the South Caucasus and Central Asia
primarily through the prism of energy security and diversification of hydrocarbon supplies. For
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, this opened up opportunities to strengthen cooperation within the
framework of the Trans-Caspian Transport Route project, as well as attract investment in the
energy sector. The EU also promoted the development of humanitarian ties and educational
programs, which indirectly stimulated interaction between the two countries. Thus, in 1993-
2013, bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan were formed not only based on
domestic needs and common historical and cultural ties, but also under the influence of external
factors. Russia sought to maintain its dominance, China strengthened its economic presence
and transport initiatives, and the EU acted as a source of investment and a partner in the energy
sector. All this together contributed to the fact that Baku and Astana sought a balance between
the interests of external actors and their own strategic priorities, which gave their interaction a
multi-layered and flexible nature.

The relevance of this topic is due to the need to analyze the dynamics of Azerbaijani-Kazakh
cooperation in the context of post-Soviet transformation and the search for new forms of
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regional interaction. The purpose of the article is a comprehensive review of the key stages and
directions of bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan in 1993-2013.

Materials and methods

The methodological basis of the study is the historical-chronological and comparative-legal
methods, allowing for tracing the evolution of bilateral relations and identifying key stages
of the institutionalization of partnership. The use of content analysis of official sources made
it possible to identify the main vectors of foreign policy interaction between the two states.
Particularly important documents are analyzed in their legal context, taking into account the
political situation of the period under consideration.

Literature Review

The study uses bilateral agreements and official documents reflecting the main stages of
cooperation between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Azerbaijan in 1993-2013.
Key sources include the Treaty on Strategic Partnership and Allied Relations (Key sources
include the Treaty on Strategic 2005), which establishes the political basis for interaction, and
the Nakhchivan Agreement (Nakhchivan Agreement 2009), which confirmed the desire to
deepen integration within the Turkic-speaking states.

Considerable attention is paid to energy relations, primarily the Agreement on Oil
Transportation through the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan System (Primarily the Agreement on Oil
Transportation 2006) and the Agreement on Cooperation in the Oil and Gas Industry (the
Agreement on Cooperation in the Oil 1997), which became the basis for energy partnership.
Issues of the legal regime of the Caspian Sea are covered in the agreements on the delimitation
of the Caspian seabed (Caspian Sea are covered 2001, 2003) and the joint statement of the
presidents (1996).

Economic and transport cooperation is analyzed based on the agreements of 1993, as well as
documents regulating scientific, technical, humanitarian and social cooperation - in particular,
agreements in the field of health care, youth policy, science, pension provision and visa-free
travel of citizens. Thus, the analyzed sources and empirical data contribute to the formation of a
holistic and deeply reasoned idea of the process of institutionalization and strengthening of the
legal and political foundations of bilateral cooperation between the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Republic of Kazakhstan in the considered chronological period.

Results and discussion

Being geostrategically located in the Caucasus region, Azerbaijan maintains multifaceted
and mutually beneficial relations with the Central Asian states, which are manifested in various
areas of interstate interaction - including historical and cultural heritage, economic cooperation,
political dialogue and other forms of interregional partnership. These relations are based not
only on a common Turkic identity, but also on centuries-old traditions of cooperation, similar
mentalities and mutual interests. Azerbaijan has become a key participant in projects aimed
at transporting oil, gas and other goods from Central Asia to Europe. Important international
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corridors, such as the Trans-Caspian route, which connects China, Central Asian countries and
Europe, pass through its territory. This turns Azerbaijan into an important transit country and
a strategic partner for the states of the region.

A common Turkic cultural foundation contributes to the rapprochement of peoples. In this
context, the Organization of Turkic States, of which both Azerbaijan and a number of Central
Asian countries are members, plays an active role. Regular meetings, forums, educational and
cultural exchanges contribute to strengthening mutual understanding and friendship between
peoples.

[t should be noted that the Organization of Turkic States is an international association of
Turkic-speaking countries, the purpose of which is to strengthen cooperation in the political,
economic, cultural and humanitarian spheres. The organization was established on October 3,
2009, by the Nakhichevan Agreement signed between Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Turkey in Nakhichevan. The main operational goals and objectives of the Cooperation Council
of Turkic Speaking States are defined by the Nakhichevan Agreement and are as follows:

e strengthening mutual trust between the parties;

e establishing peace in the region and the world;

 developing common positions on foreign policy issues;

e coordinating actions in the fight against international terrorism, separatism, extremism
and transnational crime;

e strengthening regional and bilateral cooperation in all areas of mutual interest;

e creating favorable conditions for trade and investment;

e striving for comprehensive and balanced economic growth, social and cultural development;

 expanding interactions in the fields of science, technology, education and culture;

e encouraging interaction between the media, as well as the exchange of information on a
wider scale;

e strengthening cooperation in the field of law and facilitating the exchange of legal
information (Nakhchivan Agreement on the Establishment of the Cooperation Council of Turkic
Speaking States 2009).

Established based on common historical heritage, linguistic and cultural unity, the
organization plays an increasingly prominent role in the Eurasian space. The organization
includes Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey and Uzbekistan as full members. This
organization plays an importantrole in preserving and popularizing the Turkic cultural heritage.
Forums, festivals, and conferences aimed at developing a common cultural space are regularly
held. Student exchange programs, joint educational projects contribute to the formation of a
new generation that understands the importance of the unity of the Turkic world.

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [Tham Aliyev has repeatedly emphasized the strategic
importance of the integration of the Turkic countries. After the Second Karabakh War, the
role of Azerbaijan increased significantly: the country strengthened its authority and became
an example of successful defense of territorial integrity, which found support among Turkic
partners.

Kazakhstan is a country in Central Asia, possessing enormous natural resources and
occupying an important geopolitical position between Europe and Asia. As one of the largest
post-Soviet republics, Kazakhstan is actively developing its economy, transport infrastructure
and international cooperation. After gaining state independence in the early 1990s, the Republic
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of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Kazakhstan began to purposefully build sustainable bilateral
relations based on the common historical and cultural heritage and similar strategic interests
in the political, economic and humanitarian areas of interstate interaction. These relations
gradually turned into a strategic partnership, important for the stability and development of
the region.

The foundations of the long-term strategy of bilateral cooperation between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Kazakhstan were formed with the direct participation of the
national leader of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev and the First President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan
Nazarbayev. Possessing strategic political thinking, as well as a deep understanding of the
historical and cultural community of the peoples of the two countries, these statesmen played
a key role in the formation of a sustainable conceptual and institutional basis for Azerbaijan-
Kazakhstan cooperation.

The official establishment of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Republic of Kazakhstan took place on August 30, 1992, marking the beginning of an
institutionalized interstate dialogue. In January 1993, the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
began to function in Azerbaijan, and in March 2004, the diplomatic mission of Azerbaijan in
Kazakhstan was opened. A significant step in expanding the bilateral diplomatic presence
was the opening of the Consulate General of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the city of Aktau
in September 2008. After gaining independence, several agreements were signed between
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan in various areas of activity. Below, we will consider some of them. On
February 24, 1993, the "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the Basic Principles of Relations in the Field
of Transport" was signed. The parties agreed to ensure conditions for the unimpeded passage of
vehicles, with the exception of goods prohibited by law, transportation and safety of goods and
products of the parties on their territory, including those in transit to third countries, as well
as for the pumping of gas through transport communications located on their administrative
territories. A similar procedure is established for the use of waterways and airspace by sea and
aircraft of the contracting parties. The procedure for control over transit goods, as well as the
collection of customs duties and other customs issues, is determined by the customs services
of the contracting parties in separate agreements (Agreement between the Government of
the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the Basic
Principles of Relations in the Field of Transport, 1993).

On February 24, 1993, the two republics also signed the “Agreement on the Principles of Trade
and Economic Cooperation.” This was one of the first official documents that laid the foundation
for the formation of bilateral economic ties between the two newly independent states. The
purpose of the agreement was to create a legal basis for sustainable and mutually beneficial
economic cooperation. It defined the general principles of cooperation, such as equality, mutual
benefit, non-interference in internal affairs, and respect for the national legislation of the parties.
The main focus was on issues of developing trade, expanding economic ties, creating favorable
conditions for investment, and ensuring access to each other’s markets (Agreement on the
Principles of Trade and Economic Cooperation between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the
Republic of Azerbaijan for 1993, 1993). During the official visit of the President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, to the Republic of Azerbaijan on September 16, 1996, the
Joint Statement of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Kazakhstan on the Caspian
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Sea was signed, reflecting the consolidated position of the parties on key aspects of the Caspian
problem. The document emphasized the priority and urgency of developing the international
legal status of the Caspian Sea. Particular attention was paid to the need to ensure the activities
of the Caspian states in accordance with the norms and principles of the UN Charter, to preserve
the Caspian region as an area of peace, good neighborliness and mutual respect, as well as the
need to delimit the water area. The parties agreed that the right to navigation in the Caspian Sea
should belong exclusively to the coastal states. (Joint Statement on the Caspian Sea, adopted by
the Presidents of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, 1996).

On September 16, 1996, the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government
of the Republic of Kazakhstan signed an intergovernmental agreement regulating interaction in
the field of pension provision, aimed at forming the legal and organizational bases for bilateral
cooperation in the field of social protection of citizens. This document became an important
step in the development of bilateral relations between the two post-Soviet states, striving to
ensure social protection of citizens living or previously working in each other’s territory. The
agreement provided for the coordination of actions in the field of appointment and payment of
pensions to persons with work experience in both countries. The main goal was to preserve the
pension rights of citizens, regardless of the change of residence after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. This meant that the labor achievements of citizens in one country were recognized in the
other, and pension provision was carried out, taking into account their total work experience.
The signing of this agreement reflects the desire of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan to mutually
respect the rights of their citizens and strengthen social justice. It also became a model for
other countries of the CIS, showing how joint work in the field of social policy is possible in
the context of new state borders and independent social security systems. Thus, the 1996
agreement became an important element in the development of the post-Soviet legal space,
contributing to the protection of workers' rights and the strengthening of friendly relations
between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan (Agreement between the Government of the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in the field of
pension provision, 1996).

On September 16, 1996, within the framework of strengthening strategic ties between
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Kazakhstan, an important intergovernmental
Agreement on Cooperation in the Oil and Gas Industry was signed. This agreement became a key
stage in the development of an energy partnership between the two countries, which have rich
hydrocarbon resources. The purpose of the document was to create favorable conditions for the
joint development, processing and transportation of oil and gas, as well as the development of
the infrastructure necessary for the export of Kazakhstan's resources to international markets.
The agreement was of particular importance for Kazakhstan, which sought to diversify its oil
exportroutes, using the territory of Azerbaijan as a transit corridor. Within the framework of the
agreement, the parties agreed to exchange experience and technology, attract investment and
implement joint projects in the oil and gas sector. This subsequently gave impetus to practical
cooperation, including the use of Baku infrastructure and Kazakhstan's participation in the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline project, which significantly strengthened the energy integration of
the region. This agreement laid a solid foundation for sustainable energy cooperation between
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, opening up new opportunities for their interaction within the
Caspian region and in the global energy market (Agreement between the Government of the
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Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in
the oil and gas industry, 1996). On the same day, the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan signed the Agreement on Cooperation in the
Field of Youth and Sports. This document became an important element in the development
of humanitarian cooperation between the two fraternal states, which were just beginning to
form their foreign and domestic policies in the post-Soviet period. The agreement provided
for interaction in such key areas as support for youth initiatives, development of mass and
professional sports, exchange of delegations, holding joint events, forums, competitions and
educational programs. The main goal of the agreement was to strengthen ties between the youth
of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, foster a sense of mutual understanding, friendship and solidarity
between the younger generations of the two countries. In the sports sphere, the document
opened up opportunities for holding joint training camps, exchanging experience between
coaches, and athletes participating in international tournaments under the auspices of bilateral
cooperation. This, in turn, contributed to the growth of sports skills and the popularization of
a healthy lifestyle among young people (Agreement between the Government of the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in the field of
youth and sports, 1996).

On October 22, 1999, the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of
the Republic of Kazakhstan signed the Agreement on Cooperation in Healthcare and Medical
Science. The Agreement provided for a wide range of areas of cooperation: exchange of
experience in organizing health care, joint scientific research, training and advanced training
of medical personnel, exchange of medical technologies and information. Particular attention
was paid to issues of prevention and control of socially significant diseases, development of
pharmaceuticals,and introduction of modern diagnosticand therapeuticmethods. Thedocument
became a platform for the development of practical interaction between medical institutions,
research institutes and educational organizations of both countries. This contributed not
only to improving the quality of medical care but also to deepening scientific ties, expanding
international cooperation in the field of medicine. (Agreement between the Government of the
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in
health care and medical science, 1999).

On November 29,2001, the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Limiting the Delimitation of the Caspian
Sea Bed was signed in Moscow. This document became an important milestone in the process of
legal regulation of issues related to the use of the natural resources of the Caspian Sea — a unique
inland water body rich in oil, gas and biological resources. The document enshrined the principles
according to which the delimitation of the seabed is carried outalong the "medianline" agreed upon
on the basis of international law and practice. This made it possible to clearly determine which
sections of the seabed belong to each of the parties, which provided a legal basis for the further
development of oil and gas fields such as Kashagan and Kyapaz. The signing of the agreement
became a significant step towards the formation of a stable legal basis for the interaction of the
Caspian states. It also demonstrated the political will of Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan to peacefully
resolve territorial disputes and share natural resources (Agreement between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the Delimitation of the Seabed of the Caspian Sea
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Azerbaijan, 2001).

GUMILYOV JOURNAL OF HISTORY 2025 67
ISSN: 3080-129X. eISSN: 3080-6860 T.153.No4.



S. Jabbarova

On February 27, 2003, in the context of striving to deepen good-neighborly relations and
ensure regional stability in the Caspian Basin, the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Kazakhstan signed the "Protocol to the Agreement on the Delimitation of the Seabed of the
Caspian Sea". This document was a significant continuation and specification of the agreement
concluded earlier in 2001, aimed at legally recording the principles of delimitation of the
seabed between the two states. The Protocol established the precise geographic coordinates
and technical parameters of the delimitation line, which was critical for the development and
rational use of the hydrocarbonresources of the region. In the absence of a universal international
legal regime for the Caspian Sea at that time, the bilateral agreements between Azerbaijan and
Kazakhstan served as an example of pragmatic diplomacy based on the principles of mutual
respect and consensus. The document provided legal certainty in matters of jurisdiction over
natural resources, which contributed to attracting foreign investment and developing specific
projects in the oil and gas sector. It also strengthened trust between the two countries and
became part of a broader process to establish a legal regime for the Caspian Sea (Protocol to
the Agreement between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the
Delimitation of the Caspian Sea Bed between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of
Azerbaijan, 2003).

The course laid down by the national leader, Heydar Aliyev, was continued and developed
by the current President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, [lham Aliyev, who came to power in
October 2003. He maintained priorities aimed at strengthening the sovereignty of Azerbaijan,
developing international cooperation and expanding economic ties. [lham Aliyev paid special
attention to developing relations with neighboring states, including Kazakhstan, which
contributed to the formation of a strong strategic partnership and strengthened the role of
Azerbaijan in the international arena. Under his leadership, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan began
to build a strong strategic alliance based on mutual trust, common interests and support in
various areas - from energy and economics to security and culture. On March 1, 2004, during
the official state visit of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, [lTham Aliyev, to the Republic
of Kazakhstan, the "Declaration on Friendly Relations and Strategic Partnership" was signed
between the two countries. This document was a fundamental step in the process of deepening
and institutionalizing bilateral relations, accompanied by the signing of a set of related
agreements aimed at expanding cooperation in various areas of interaction.

The main provisions of the declaration are as follows:

e Commitment to expand bilateral and multilateral cooperation, including the fight against
international terrorism, drug trafficking, organized crime, human trafficking and arms
trafficking;

e Confirmation of the same political support for the principles of sovereignty, integrity of
borders and non-use of force, especially within the framework of the Caspian settlement;

e Intention to deepen cooperation in the field of defense, military-technical sphere and
national security;

« Striving to develop transport, economic and energy infrastructure, including participation
in the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan projects and the construction of new export routes;

« Strengthening the role of the Caspian region as a zone of peace and stability;

e Agreements on cooperation in science, technology, culture, government communications
and civil aviation were also concluded
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Asaresult of signing the 2004 declaration, a powerful legal framework and strategic direction
for Azerbaijani-Kazakh cooperation were formed: from security and transport to science and
culture. On March 1, 2004, the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government
of the Republic of Kazakhstan signed the “Agreement on Scientific and Technical Cooperation”.
This was an important milestone on the path to strengthening cooperation in the field of
science, innovation and technological development.” This document became part of a broader
program of strategic interaction between the two countries aimed at joint progress in high-
tech and knowledge-intensive industries. This document envisaged the institutionalization
and development of cooperative research initiatives, ensuring the exchange of scientific and
technical information, organizing and holding specialized conferences and symposia, as well
as joint training of highly qualified scientific personnel. In addition, emphasis was placed on
integrating the results of scientific developments into economic practice. Particular importance
was attached to applied research in priority areas, including energy, ecology, agriculture,
information technology and medical sciences. (Agreement between the Government of the
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on scientific and
technical cooperation, 2004). On May 24, 2005, the "Agreement on strategic partnership and
allied relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Kazakhstan" was signed
in Baku, which was a key stage in the evolution of bilateral relations, marking the transition to
a new qualitative level of interaction in the political, economic, military-technical and cultural
areas of cooperation. One of the fundamental articles of the agreement is the article devoted to
strengthening political cooperation. It enshrines the principle of regular exchange of opinions
on issues of regional and international policy, which helps to harmonize the positions of both
countries in the international arena. This significantly increases the effectiveness of their joint
efforts in solving global and regional problems.

An important provision is the article devoted to security and defense issues. The treaty
provides for mutual support in the event of a threat to national security, coordination of actions
in the fight against terrorism, extremism and other challenges. This reflects the high level of
trust between the countries and their desire to ensure peace and stability in the region.

Economic cooperation occupies an equally important place in the treaty. The relevant
articles stipulate the development of trade and economic ties, cooperation in the field of energy,
transport, investment and technology. Participation in joint projects and initiatives is aimed at
achieving sustainable economic growth and improving the standard of living of the population
of both countries.

Particular attention is paid to cultural and humanitarian exchange. The treaty provides for
measures to develop educational programs, scientific cooperation, as well as the preservation of
common historical and cultural traditions. This strengthens mutual understanding and creates
favorable conditions for a long-term partnership.

Finally, the final articles stipulate the mechanisms for implementing the treaty, resolving
possible disputes and ensuring its long-term effectiveness. These norms ensure stability and
predictability of bilateral relations, which is the key to their successful development (Agreement
on Strategic Partnership and Allied Relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the
Republic of Azerbaijan 2005).

On June 16, 2006, a significant agreement was concluded between the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Republic of Kazakhstan aimed at supporting and ensuring the transportation of Kazakh
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oil through the Caspian Sea and the territory of Azerbaijan using the strategic Baku-Thbilisi-
Ceyhan oil pipeline. This document played a key role in deepening the energy partnership and
providing Kazakhstan with access to global oil markets, significantly strengthening the regional
infrastructure for the cross-border transportation of hydrocarbon resources. (Agreement
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Azerbaijan on Support and Facilitation
of Oil Transportation from the Republic of Kazakhstan through the Caspian Sea and the Territory
of the Republic of Azerbaijan to International Markets via the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan System 2006).

On October 2, 2009, the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of
the Republic of Kazakhstan signed the “Agreement on Mutual Visa-Free Travel of Citizens”. The
agreement provided for the possibility for citizens of both countries to visit the territory of the
other party without obtaining a visa for a certain period of time, usually up to 30 or 90 days
(depending on the specific provisions of the agreement). This innovation significantly simplified
the movement of people, contributed to the development of tourism, business contacts,
educational and cultural exchange, as well as the strengthening of ties between families with
roots in both countries.

The visa-free regime also opened up additional opportunities for expanding economic
cooperation, especially in the field of small and medium-sized businesses, since entrepreneurs
received more freedom to travel and establish partnerships (Agreement between the
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on Mutual Visa-Free Travel of Citizens 2009).

On October 20, 2011, the two countries signed the “Agreement on the Mutual Provision of
Land Plots for the Construction of Buildings of Diplomatic Missions”. This document became
an important component of the development of official and institutional relations between the
two states, securing a high level of trust and strategic partnership. According to the agreement,
each party committed to providing the other party, on a reciprocal basis, with a land plot on its
territory for the construction of embassy buildings, consulates or other diplomatic institutions
(Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on the mutual provision of land plots for the construction of diplomatic
missions 2011). This decision created a legal and property basis for the long-term presence of
diplomatic missions and their full-fledged functioning in the capitals of the two countries.

Conclusion

Research shows that there are great prospects for the development of relations between
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan. Currently, Azerbaijan, whichis one of the key participantsin ensuring
the energy security of the European continent, occupies a strategically important position as a
transit state and a reliable partner in the dialogue between the East and the West, including the
countries of Central Asia. Based on current trends, it is highly probable to predict the further
expansion of international cooperation of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the strengthening of
its significant role in regional and interregional geopolitical and economic processes.

The historical period from 1993 to 2013 became for Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan a time of
formation and strengthening of a multifaceted partnership based on mutual respect, common
interests and historical ties. Joint efforts in various areas allowed both countries not only to
strengthen their positions in the international arena but also to contribute to the development
of stability and prosperity in the region.

70 2025 GUMILYOV JOURNAL OF HISTORY
T.153.No.4. ISSN: 3080-129X. eISSN: 3080-6860



Development of Bilateral Relations Between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan in 1993-2013

Over twenty years (1993-2013), relations between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan have
become an example of sustainable, good-neighborly and strategically verified cooperation.
Both countries managed not only to maintain warm historical ties, but also to translate them
into specific economic, political and cultural projects. Their partnership became an important
factor in stability and development in the Caspian region and within the Turkic world. Thus,
bilateral relations during this period laid a solid foundation for further expansion of strategic
cooperation in the 21st century.

After 2013, the prospects of Azerbaijani-Kazakh relations are determined by their common
interests in energy, transport, regional security and the cultural sphere. In the context of the
transformation of the world system and new challenges, both states strive to strengthen the
strategic partnership, which can become a support for the entire Turkic-speaking integration
and development of the Eurasian region.
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