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Abstract. The results of All-Union censuses’ analysis as sources of historical and
demographic research are represented in the paper. The Censuses characterize
different groups of the population at a particular time. They form a large set of
statistical materials distributed in various thematic tables. The sources of the
paper are systematized into census tables submitted to the state archives, as
well as statistical collections where the results of the censuses are presented in a
concise form. The aim of the paper is to describe those census materials that are
valuable for the research of demographic characteristics of the urban population.
Internal criticism of sources and the method of comparative analysis are
research methods. As a result, it is revealed that All-Union censuses with certain
shortcomings included are generally an accurate statistical resource. However,
the situation might be different for the population of individual republics and
regions. The country's leadership insisted on hiding the information about the
size and territorial location of certain categories of the population. The special
census procedure was applied to military personnel, employees of local KGB
bodies and employees of individual industrial enterprises, etc. Closed cities which
population was also distributed across different regions of the country were not
included into the census systematized tables. The author’s method for calculating
the approximate size of population attributions, which requires Soviet-era
statistics, and recalculations based on the results of the 2002 All-Russian Census
is applied. Currently, most of the census materials can be easily found in central
and regional archives and libraries. Certain difficulties occur while searching for
some rarely found information that is obvious due to the fact that they have not
yet been transferred to archives from departmental repositories. Thus, as a result
of the analysis of statistical collections and tables, the census data relevant for the
study of the urban population, their completeness and reliability are revealed in
the paper for the first time. The specific features of publications of the results of
different censuses are represented and the places of their storage are indicated.
[t gives an opportunity for scholars to introduce with the materials that can be
a foundation for further description of the most important trends and patterns
in the numerical, gender, age, social class, and national composition of the urban
population in the 1950-s and 1980-s.
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Bcecoro3Hble nepenucu KaKk HICTOYHUKHN UCTOPUKO-AeMorpaduiecKux
HUCC/IeJOBaHUM ropoACcKoro HacesieHUsA B 1950-e - 1980-e rr.

0. JlalumHAM>XWJIOB
HHcmumym ucmopuu Cubupckozo omadesaernus Poccutickoli akademuu Hayk, Hosocubupck, Poccus

AHHOTanud. B npesasiaraeMoil cTaTbe MpeAcTaBeHbl pe3yabTaThl U3y4eHUs1 Bcecoro3HbIX nepenucei
KaK UCTOYHUKOB HCTOPUKO-AeMorpadpuvecKux ucciaefjoBaHui. [lepenucu xapakKTepu3yOT pasHble
IpyNIbl HACeJeHNs] B KOHKPETHbIM MOMEHT BpeMeHU. OHU MPeACTABISAIOT CO60M GOIbIION KOMIJIEKC
CTAaTUCTUYECKUX MAaTepUaJIOB, pacnpe/ieJleHHbIX 110 pa3JIMYHbIM TeMaTHYeCKUM Tabsiuam. B kauecTBe
HWCTOYHHUKOB CTaTbW BBICTYNU/IMW CHCTEMAaTH3UPOBAHHbIE IepenucHble TabJHUIbl, TepeaHHble
B IOCYAApPCTBEHHbIE apXUBbI, a TAaKXKe CTaTUCTUYeCKHUe COOPHUKH, B KOTOPBIX UTOTU INepenucent
Npe/CTaBJeHbl B CKaTOM BH/le. llesibio paboThl SIBJSETCS ONMHCAHUE TeX MaTepHUaJoB Mepernucew,
KOTOpbIe MPeACTaBJSIOT HAUOOIbIUIYIO LIEeHHOCTh MPH U3yYeHUHU JleMorpadpruiecKux XapaKTepUCTHK
rOpoJICKOr0 HaceJsieHUs. B kauecTBe MeTOJIOB MCC/€/JOBAaHUS BBICTYNWUJIM BHYTPEHHSAS KPUTHKA
MCTOYHHUKOB, METO/ CDABHUTEJILHOI'0 aHa/IM3a. B pe3ysibTaTe cJies1aH BbIBO/, YTO Bcecoto3Hble mepenucu
Ipd HAJUUYUW OTAEJIbHBIX HEJOCTAaTKOB B LEJOM SIBJSAIOTCH J0BOJbHO TOYHBIM CTAaTUCTUYECKUM
HUCTOYHHUKOM. OZTHAaKO B OTHOIIEHUM YHCJIEHHOCTH HaceJieHUs OTJeJbHBIX PecnybJyiMK U 06J1acTel
CUTyallys BBIMVIAAUT HWHavye. PYKOBOACTBO CTpaHbl CYHUTA/IO, YTO OT OOILecTBa CJeAyeT CKPbIBAThb
MHGOPMAIUIO 0 YUCJEHHOCTHU U TEPPUTOPUAJTILHOM PACIOJI0KEHUH HEKOTOPBIX KATETOpUHM HaceJIeHUs.
Oco6blii MOPSAAO0K Mepenucy PaCIpOCTPaHAJICS HA BOEHHOCAYKAIUX, COTPYIHUKOB MECTHBIX OPTaHOB
KI'B 1 pabOTHUKOB OT/e/IbHBIX MPOMBIIIJIEHHbIX TPEeANPUITHN U T.1. He BblAeNS/IUCh B TePEMUCHBIX
CHUCTEMATU3HMPOBAHHBIX TA0/IMIIAX TAKKE 3aKPBIThIE TOPO/IA, HACEIeHUE KOTOPBIX TOKE PACIpeieisiioCh
0 pa3HbIM peruoHaM CTpaHbl. ABTOPOM INpEeACTaBJieH MeTOJ, BbIUMCIE€HHUS NPUOJIU3UTENbHbBIX
pasMepoB MPUIMCOK K HACeJeHHU0, JJisi 4ero HeoOXOJUMbl JlaHHble CTAaTUCTHUKH COBETCKOTO
BpeMeHH, U MepepacyeThbl, OCYIeCTBJIeHHbIe OT pe3yabTaToB Bcepoccuiickoit nepenucu 2002 . Ha
CETrOAHSANIHUN JeHb GOJIbIIYI0O YaCcTh MEPENUCHBbIX MAaTEpPHUANOB MOXKHO 6e3 0COObIX 3aTpyJHEHUN
0OHAPYKUTb B IIeHTPAJbHbIX U PETrHMOHANIbHBIX apXUBax U 6MOM0oTeKax. Onpe/iesileHHbIe CI0KHOCTH
MOTYT BO3HUKHYTb JIUIIb NPU NMOUCKE HEKOTOPbIX PEKO BCTPEYAIIIUXCS CBEJEHUN. ITO O0OBIUHO
CBSI3aHO C Te€M, YTO OHHU ellle He TepelaHbl B ApXUBbI U3 BeIOMCTBEHHbBIX XpaHUIUIL. TakuM 06pa3omM, B
pe3y/bTaTe aHaJiu3a CTaTUCTUYECKUX COOPHUKOB U TabJIM1 B CTaThe BIEPBBIE BbIsIBJIEHbI aKTyaJbHbIE
JUJIS1 U3y4eHUsI TOPO/ICKOr0 HaceJieHUs NepeNrCHbIe JaHHbIe, UX TOJIHOTA U J0CTOBEPHOCTD. [loka3aHbl
cnenqrduyecKre YepThl NyOJUKALMKA UTOTOB PAa3HbIX epenuceld U YKa3aHbl MeCTa UX XpaHeHHs1. ITO
JlaeT BO3MOXXHOCTb Y4YEHBIM MOJYYUTh NMpPeEJCTaBJIeHHEe O MaTepHasax, HA OCHOBE KOTOPBIX MOXXHO
onpeje/IMTh BaXKHeHlIe TeHJEHI]UM U 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH B UMCJIEHHOM, [10JI0BO3PACTHOM, COIJAAJIbHO-
KJIAaCCOBOM, HallMOHAJIbHOM COCTaBe ropoickoro HaceseHus B 1950-1980-e rr.
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duHaHcupoBaHue: CTaTbs NMOATOTOBJIEHA B paMKax TOCY[JAapCTBEHHOIO 3aZlaHus MuHUCTepcTBa
HayKU W BbIClIero ob6pa3oBaHusl «(ColnyasbHO-IKOHOMUYECKUH NOTeHLHa/]l BOCTOYHBIX PErMOHOB
Poccuu B XX - Havasne XXI BB.: cTpaTeruu U NPaKTUKU yNpaBJieHUd, JUHAMUKA, FeONOJUTUYECKUN
koHTeKcT» (FWZM-2024-0005).

1950-1980 xkbLaaapaarbl KaJaJblK XaJIbIKThl TapUXHU-AeMOrpadusaablK
3epTTey/epAiH AepeKkKkeo3i peTiHae ByKisiogaKThIK XaJIbIK CAHAFbI

0. lammHaM>XUJI0B
Peceli fvinrvim akademusicot Cibip 6eaimweciniy Tapux uHcmumymeol, Hosocubupck, Pecell

Anpgartna. bysn Makanaza DBykinoJakThIK XaslblK, CaHaKTapbIHBIH TapUxU-AeMorpadusiblK, 3epT-
TeyJiep YIUiH Jepekke3i peTiHgeri MaHbI3bl KapacTblpbliafbl. CaHakTap 6esrisi 6ip yakbITTarbl
9pPTYpJli Xa/blK TONTApblH CUNATTAlAbl >X9He TaKbIPBINTHIK KecTesjepre O66JIHFeH ayKbIM/bl
CTaTUCTHUKAJBIK MaTepUa/ljlap KelleHIH Kypauzbl. 3epTTey JepeKKe3Jepi peTiHZe MeMJIeKeTTiK
apxyuBTepre TaIChIPBUIFAH JXKYHeJIeHAIpIITeH caHaK KecTesjepi MeH KpICKAllla CaHAK HOTHXKeJepi
6epi/ireH CTaTUCTHKaJIBIK XUHAKTap NalAanaHblaAbl. MaKalaHblH MaKcaTbl — KasaJblK XaJbIKThIH,
JeMorpadusblK CAMAaTTaMalapblH 3epTTey YIIiH aca KyH/Jbl CaHAK MaTepuasAapblH CUMNATTAY.
3epTTey ajicTepi peTiHAe JAepeKKe3Aep/iH ilKi CbIHM Taaybl MeH CaJIbICThIpMaJibl Taajay dfici
KOJIZIAHBLI/Ibl. 3epTTey HOTIKeCiHJle ByKisoJaKThIK XaJIblK CaHAKTapbl Kelbip KeMiumisikTepiHe
KapaMacTaH, >KaJ/llbl aJfaH/a, [i9J1 CTAaTUCTUKAJIBIK JepPeKKe3 OOJIbIIl TaOblIaTbIHbl aHbIKTaJ/BbI.
Anaiijia KekesiereH pecny6JidKasap MeH o6JibICTapAarbl XaJsblK CaHblHA KaTbICThI »KaFfail esrelie.
En 6acuibIbIFbl KeH6ip XabIK CaHATTAapbIHBIH CaHbl MeH ayMaKTbIK, OpHaJIACybl TypaJibl aKnapaTThl
KOFaMHaH >Xacblpy KaKeT Jiell caHaraH. CaHaKTblH epekKlle TopTi6i ackepy KbI3MeTllisepre,
»kepriziikti KI'B opranzapbiHblH, KbI3MeTKepJepiHe KoHe Kelbip eHepKaciNTiK KacimopbIHAAPAbIH
’KYMBICIIBLIApbIHA KATBICThI KoJJaHblIFaH. CoHal-aK Ka0blK KaJaaap Ja XyheJeHJipiareH caHak
KecTeJlepiH/Je KeKe KepceTiIMereH, oJlap/iblH XaJKbl eJ/iH 9pTypJii eHipsepiHe GesiHin kepceTinrex.
ABTOp XaJIbIK CaHbIHA >Kaca/iFaH KOCbIMUIAJapAblH LlaMaMeH KeJIeMiH ecelTey dJiCiH YCbIHAJbl, 0J1
YLIIH KEHEeCTIK Ke3eHJeri CTaTUCTUKAJBIK gepekTep MeH 2002 »blirbl bykinpeceiik XaiblK caHaFbl
HOTIDKeJlepiHe KaiTa ecenTeysep KakeT. ByriHri TaHja caHak MaTepHasJapbIHbIH 6acbiM 6GeJIiriH
OpTaJIbIK K9He OHIipJIiK apXuMBTep MeH KiTalxXaHajlapZaH KUBbIHJBIKCbI3 Tabyfa 6oJazabl. Tek cupek
Ke3zeceTiH Kelbip MasniMeTTep/i i34ey 6apbICbIH/ia KUBIHABIKTAP TybIHJAybl MYMKiH, 6YJ1 OJ1apAblH
BeJIOMCTBOJIBIK, CAKTay OPbIHJ@pbIHAH apXUBTepre aJ1i TalCblpblIMaFaH/bIFbIMeH 6al/IaHbICTHI.

Ocpuraiia, CTaTUCTUKAJBIK KUHAKTAp MeH KecTesepZi Taljay HOTHXKeCiHJe ajfall peT KasaJblK
Xa/NbIKTbl 3epTTey YIUIH ©3eKTi caHaK JepeKTepi, OJIapAblH TOJIBIKTBIFbl MEH IIbIHAWBIIBIFBI
aHbIKTaJIIbl. OPTYPJIi CAHAK HOTHKeJIePiHiH )apUsiJlaHy epeKllesiKTepi KepceTiin, oJlapblH cCaKTaly
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opbIHAApHI aTaa/bl. by FanbiMaapra 1950-1980 xkbligaparbl KaJlalblK XaAbIKThIH CaH/IbIK, YKbIHbIC-
»Kac, 9J1eyMEeTTIK-TalThIK >KoHEe YJITTBIK KypaMbIHAAFbl MaHbI3Abl YPAICTEP MeH 3aHJbLIbIKTapAbl
aHbIKTayFa MYMKiH/iK 6epe/i.

TyiiH ce3aep: Tapuxu jaemorpadus; Jepekkosaep; ByKiJoOAaKThIK XaJblK CaHAFbl; CAHAK, JQJIIIri;
caHak KoJikeTimainiri; Kenec Opafbl; cTaTUCTHKA

Introduction

A full-fledged study of demographic processes is possible only with the broad involvement of
statistical sources. These are numerical data that characterize a variety of quantitative patterns
in the social life. Government statistics recorded changes in all areas of the national economy,
including the demographic subsystem of the country. During the All-Union censuses, extensive
and diverse information about the population was collected. However, only a certain part of it
can be used for historical and demographic research. Therefore, it is important to find out which
census materials which are the most valuable for research of demographic characteristics of the
population.

The general principles of collecting, processing and classifying census materials are reviewed
in several works (Kiseleva et al. 1983; Merkov 1959; Problems of demographic statistics ...
1966). Some attention was paid to the preparation and conduct of each of them separately
(All-Union Population Census ...1976; All-Union Population Census ...1984). In 2013, a paper
dedicated to the 200th anniversary of Russian statistics was published, which presents the
history of audits and censuses in Russia since ancient times (History of population censuses
..2013). At the same time, pre-war censuses are analyzed in detail in the published works as
historical sources (Zhiromskaya et al. 1996; [supov 2000; Isupov 2011). There are much fewer
specialized publications related to the post-war censuses. Among them, a collection of scientific
papers prepared at the Novosibirsk Institute of History SB RAS (Demographic History of Russia
..2016) should also be noted.

In general, little attention has been paid to the research of post-war Soviet population
censuses as sources of historical and demographic research. For the first time, the features
of the census information representation, its completeness and reliability, and differences in
content are analyzed based on statistical collections and systematized tables. The specifics of
different censuses publication are revealed, and their storage locations are indicated.

Materials and methods

The research methods are the internal criticism of sources and the method of comparative
analysis. They offer an opportunity to evaluate the completeness, reliability, accuracy and
uniformity of statistical information. Researching the organization of statistical observation
and the content of the development tables are a part of internal criticism of the sources. The
comparative method consists of data and censuses comparison conducted at different times.
Since the degree of preservation of the census data is generally satisfactory, the place and time
of creation, the name and originality of the documents are not controversial; the method of
external criticism of the source was not applied.
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The sources of the paper are publication and systematized tables compiled based on the
results of four All-Union censuses conducted from 1959 to 1989. A significant part of the
statistical materials obtained during the All-Union censuses are now in the central and regional
archives. At the same time, it is somewhat more difficult to gain access to documents that remain
in storage in departmental archives. The main body of census tabular information has been
transferred to the Russian State Archive of Economy (RGAE). Some of the tables can be found in
the State Archive of the Russian Federation (GARF) (Dashinamzhilovetal. 2019: 166-173). Some
census information was transferred to the libraries of scientific organizations (Distribution of
permanent population ...1973). The fact is that some of them had the right to receive census
data in order to carry out their planned scientific work. The analysis of the officially published
summary results of the All-Union censuses is held in the present paper.

The content of the censuses

Conducting censuses was a large-scale event with the concentration of significant material
and human resources and the participation of all levels of government. Events like this, held on
average once every ten years, were necessary, first of all, to solve the socio-economic problems
of Soviet society. Since the most important questions in the questionnaires have not changed
over time, it is possible to compare the results of the censuses in a number of key parameters.

At the same time, the number of indicators developed in the census programs was different.
For example, in 1959, the census consisted of 15 questions that were asked to the entire
population. In this respect, it differed little from the previous one, conducted before the war
(1939). In 1970, for the first time, seven questions were included in the census forms, which
were asked to only a quarter of the total population (out of eighteen). They concerned the place
of work, occupation, migration, etc. In 1979, the number of such issues was reduced to five,
and their total number to sixteen. The 1989 census program was the most extensive, as it had
already included twenty-five questions (thirteen mandatory and five selective), seven of them
were about the housing situation (Dashinamzhilov 2018: 30).

As a result, the censuses differed greatly in the number of thematic tables. There were the
least of them in the first post-war census (36), and in 1970 - already 66. In 1979, their number
decreased due to fewer questions asked (54) (History of population censuses ..2013: 267). The
numbering of the tables compiled from the data of the continuous and sample censuses was
slightly different. So, when naming information obtained in the first way, the letter "c" was added
to the table number (for example, “table 5c”). The letter "b" was added to the numbers of the
tables formed according to the data of the sample census (for example, “table 18b”). There was no
such order in the 1959 census. The addition of letters had a different meaning there. At the same
time, some of the tables then had a fractional numeric designation (for example, table 2.5).

The socialist society was heterogeneous in terms of demographic and social characteristics.
In this regard, for population groups with similar characteristics, development was carried out
throughout the population, cities and villages. The information about the number of inhabitants
of urban and rural settlements is the most valuable. Collecting such data on the Soviet Union
as a whole, an economic region or a republic gives a chance to make an in-depth comparative
analysis of the urbanization and demographic development of the urban population specifics of
the selected region. Data on the number of urban residents during the census years is necessary
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to calculate the natural and mechanical growth of urban settlements in the inter-census period.
In addition, it is also necessary to include information on current statistics on the number of
births and deaths.

If a researcher makes a more thorough analysis of the demographic aspects of urbanization,
thenanin-depthresearch of the population of each specific city is necessary. Forexample, while
making a research of different functional types of urban settlements such as administrative,
industrial and transport, or local organizing centers. Information about the number, age, and
national composition of all cities is always available in the census tables. Sometimes it was
published in statistical collections.

Another important indicator of urbanization is the nature of the population distribution
across cities, which differ in the number of inhabitants. In thematic tables, such a distribution
is usually made by regions and republics. Therefore, in order to study in detail, for example,
the characteristics of the urban population of an economic area, it is necessary to combine
data on all its constituent regions. However, such information is already represented in
published statistical collections based on the results of the censuses. The only inconvenience
is the lack of comparability of the published data, and therefore it is necessary to consolidate
certain categories of cities or search for detailed information about them in other sources.

It is helpful to reveal the specifics of the cities distribution by size because it offers a
general view of productive forces concentration and the nature of the economic development
of regions, their role in the inter-district division of labor, which is important for interpreting
migration processes. To understand the patterns of urbanization, a comparative analysis of
large and small urban settlements at the beginning and at the end of the researched historical
period is especially relevant. Finally, analyzing the distribution structure of the urban
population helps to understand the features of reproductive processes, since the parameters
of fertility and mortality depend on the size of cities.

There is valuable information in tables where the population is distributed by gender
and age, education, nationalities, occupations, sources of livelihood and social groups. The
most important demographic characteristics of the population are gender and age. Most
demographicscientists collectinformation about large territorial entities (regions, territories,
or republics). With the support of such information one can calculate the average age, the
dynamics of population aging, and assess gender disparities. These data are necessary to
identify the structural features of the urban population of the area under study. In some cases,
such data help to explain trends in the general coefficients of natural population movement
(mortality, fertility).

Such characteristics as age and gender characteristics were thoroughly developed in the
censuses. Thus, educational or national composition of the population data were presented
not only in general terms, but also with a distribution by age cohorts. In the 1959 census,
the question about birth year was not asked, and the ages were determined orally from the
interviewees. Due to periodic problems with age accumulation (age rounding) and the
accumulation of errors that occurred when determining the age structure, they went on
asking for the birth year only since 1970, (All-Union Population Census...1969; All-Union
population census...1987).

Demographic data reflecting gender and age composition have traditionally been presented
in the form of tables with the population divided by gender and broken down by one-year
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and five-year age cohorts. Such tables were developed for republics, regions, districts, urban
settlements, and villages with populations exceeding a certain threshold (3,000 in 1970, 5,000
in 1979 and 1989).

Gender and age are important demographic indicators that, in addition to current accounting
information, help to analyze the reproduction of the population. Such materials are necessary for
calculations, together with data on age-related fertility and mortality, of the coefficients of total
fertility and life expectancy. It is meaningful to research the age composition of the population
of cities of various categories, since it differed significantly at different stages of historical
development, especially in small urban settlements. However, such an analysis requires a larger
array of sources, which are not always found in archives.

Censuses are the main resource of information about the national and linguistic composition
of the population. Traditionally, the question of national identity was included in all the
questionnaires. The right to determine it was given to the respondents themselves. As for minors,
their parents were responsible for them. In the case of a mixed marriage and disagreements
that arose between them with the definition of the nationality of the child, their ethnicity was
determined by the affiliation of their mother. The number of nationalities varied slightly in each
of the censuses. So, in 1959 and 1989 the entire population of the USSR was divided into 128
ethnic groups and peoples, in 1970 and 1979 into 122 and 123, respectively (Dashinamzhilov
etal. 2019: 169).

During the census process the confusion in local names of ethnic groups often occurred. To
solve such situations, a special reference material such as dictionaries of peoples and languages
was published. They contained recommendations on placing an ethnographic group or a local
dialect. Based on the responses received, the specialists of the statistical offices prepared
detailed information on each nationality, including information on occupations, sources of
livelihood and membership in social groups.

For example, in 1970, a comprehensive study of the national composition of the population
of the Soviet Union was conducted. Tables have been created for the largest ethnic groups of
republics, national districts, regional centers and large cities (100,000 people and above) with
information on their number, level of education, native language and marital status, and gender
and age structure. For all other administrative divisions and localities (districts, medium and
small urban settlements, and large villages) Their numbers and native language were indicated.

Since the processes of demographic transition were different among the different peoples
of the Soviet Union, data on the sex and age composition of their population are helpful for
identifying the specifics of their reproduction. Combined with current statistics, which collected
and processed information on ethnic age fertility and mortality, calculating the coefficients of
total fertility and average life expectancy is necessary.

Assimilation was an important process that influenced on the quantitative composition
of peoples, when one nationality, perceiving the language, culture and way of life of another,
eventually merged with it. The census materials offer an opportunity to indirectly assess this
process by determining the language of the respondents and, above all, the proportion of
people who recognized Russian (or any other language) as their mother tongue. Depending
on this, it is possible to determine the extent of assimilation and, indirectly, its impact on the
numerical representation of the people. Based on the census data, it is also possible to identify
the proportion of interethnic families in their total number.
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Information about the educational composition of the population plays an important role in
historical and demographic research. Based on the tables, it is possible to research the level of
education of various age cohorts, social groups, and nationalities. In the censuses of the 1920s,
information about the literacy of the population was collected. Only before the war, in 1939,
the question about the level of education was included in the questionnaire. In 1959 the issue
of literacy was excluded from the census program (Population of Western Siberia ...1997: 13).

Various methods of assessing the level of education were used in the censuses. In 1939 and
1959, it was calculated for the entire population, with data per 1,000 people. In 1970 and 1979,
the methodology was adjusted: the level of education was determined for people since 10 years
old and older. From this moment they can receive primary education and it is the first step of the
educational ladder. In the last Soviet census of 1989, the age threshold was raised to 15 years.
This modification made it possible to evaluate the effectiveness of the implementation of the
law on universal secondary education.

Information about education is highly important for determining the local specifics of the
birth rate and mortality of the population. In Soviet period it was discovered that the birth rate
decreases as the educational level increases. People with higher and incomplete higher education
have the lowest number of children in their families. While the largest number of children is
among people with or without primary education. The mortality rate of the population also has
certain logic. Highly educated people, as a rule, lived longer than the rest of the population.

The research of the social structure of society was important for political needs. The country's
leadership made propaganda about the elimination of exploitative strata of the population in
the USSR, and was proud of the high proportion of the working class and the peasantry. The
issue of the social group was first included in the program in 1939 and was represented in all
subsequent censuses until the end of the Soviet period.

Due to demographic research it was discovered that the social composition and demographic
behavior of the population were in a certain relationship. Thus, in the course of sociological
surveys, it was revealed that the collective farm peasantry had the highest birth rate, while
employees had the fewest children. The death rate among employees was also lower than that
of workers or collective farmers. A certain influence on the reproduction of the population was
exerted by its employment in physical or mental labor, as well as sources of livelihood. Thus, the
significant employment of women in personal subsidiary farming was a factor in the high birth
rate.

To assess local peculiarities in the reproduction of the population, the most general
information about the education of the population, its employment and socio-class composition
is usually sufficient. To achieve this, one can also use information about the average family size,
which is widely represented in published collections.

In conclusion, it is necessary to add a few words about the materials of sample surveys
conducted, as already mentioned, since 1970. (Demographic History of Western Siberia...2017:
17). The selective method was significantly economical because it reduced the number of
people in the census process and decreased the time spent on its materials development. It was
applied for obtaining answers on a wide range of issues, from employment of the population to
the birth rate of generations and the intensity of migration processes. Since 1970, information
about the socio-class composition of society was also determined on the basis of such data.
The analysis of the migration census tables proved that they are not quite accurate, but they

GUMILYOV JOURNAL OF HISTORY 2025 53
ISSN: 3080-129X. eISSN: 3080-6860 T. 152.N93.



0. Dashinamzhilov

can be used in general trends in inter-district population movement’s research. The current
accounting information turned out to be more relevant.

Information about the total birth rate of women of different generations is highly important
among the sample data. It was developed according to different republics and nationalities.
Discussions about the expediency of collecting data on the number of children born were
conducted back in the 1950s, but for some reasons the corresponding issue was not included
in the program of the 1959 census. This happened only 20 years later, in 1979, when such
information was obtained through a survey of women aged 16 and older. Subsequently, such
data was collected regularly. They make it possible to identify trends in fertility not among
conventional, but among real generations.

At the same time, it must be mentioned that birth rates in real generations are also imperfect.
In particular, they are much less related to specific historical conditions, as they represent the
results of the reproductive behavior of different generations of women over many years. At
the same time, they make it almost impossible to determine how a particular historical event
influenced the birth rate, which is especially important for historians and there might be a lot of
the latter in the life of a generation. In addition, complete information about the total birth rate
can be obtained only by the end of the reproductive period, or by the age of 50.

Availability of census data

In Soviet period it was not easy to get access to the materials of the All-Union censuses.
Statistical offices often refused to do this, even to interested scientific organizations. For
example, the data from the 1959 census could only be issued on an official basis, including
for use in unpublished dissertations of doctoral and postgraduate students. Moreover, for the
above-mentioned organizations, information on the distribution of the population by social
groups, occupations, branches of the national economy, and sources of livelihood was provided
in a special way, in a truncated form. And only in the absence of such pre-prepared information
could the statistical offices allow them to manually extract information. Such materials were
stamped with special stamps “not subject to publication in the open press” and sent not to the
employee who made the extracts, but to the head of the organization that sent the request. Such
stamped extracts can sometimes be found in libraries. The census materials became publicly
available already in the post-Soviet period.

Information from the All-Union censuses was also published in periodicals, but in a stripped-
down form. For example, information on the age composition according to the 1959 census
could only be published for enlarged 10-year groups. The publication of information on national
composition and education was subject to restrictions. Moreover, the texts of newspaper articles
had to be sent first to the CSO’s population census department for verification.

Some of the census materials were published for public or limited use. However, their
substantive value was, of course, lower than that of the systematized tables. The results of
the 1959 All-Union Census were presented in sixteen volumes, fifteen of which were devoted
to the Union republics. One consolidated volume included data on the entire Soviet Union.
Subsequently, the order of publication of the materials was changed. The data from the 1970
census, published between 1972 and 1974, were structured along thematic lines rather than
by national and territorial entities. The amount of information provided by the 1979 census
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was significantly reduced. In the mid-1980s, the only collection was released that included data
published in the journal Bulletin of Statistics immediately after the census.

In addition, the materials of all censuses were selectively published in special publications
for official use. There was a limited accessing to them, and special permission had to be obtained
to view them. They were published by the printing houses of the central statistical offices in a
limited edition, usually in 200-300 copies. On the title page of each such collection, in addition
to the “chipboard” stamp, the serial number of the copy was indicated. The results of the 1970
and 1979 censuses were published in ten volumes for private use. Moreover, the last of them
was republished during the perestroika period and became publicly available.

In addition to the publications mentioned above, the statistical offices of the USSR and the
RSFSR published a wide range of various thematic collections. Some of them were transferred
to specialized collections of libraries of research institutes. In them, information about the
population was presented in more detail, although often also in a camouflaged form. For
example, in the collection “Age composition and marital status of the population of the RSFSR
(according to the 1979 All-Union Population Census)”, published in 1980. The age composition
is represented by such cohorts, which significantly complicated the calculations of reproduction
and comparison with other censuses (“0-2” years, “3-6", “7-9” years, etc.).

However, they were convenient because the information in them was often published in
comparison with previous censuses, by enlarged demographic groups (Age composition of the
population ... 1962; National composition of the population ...1975; Urban settlements of the
RSFSR ...1980). Local statistical offices also published such collections, but this time in relation
to the population of regions, territories and republics (Distribution of permanent population
... 1973; Results of the All-Union population Census ...1971). At the moment, access to them in
those libraries where they have been preserved is free.

The results of the last Soviet census (1989) were published in small pamphlets (Population
of the USSR ...1990). More detailed materials had already been prepared, but the collapse of
the Soviet Union did not allow them to be published. Some of the collections on the Russian
Federation were published in 1990-1991. (Urban settlements of the RSFSR...1991; National
composition of the population...1990; Age composition of the population...1990).

A lot of information about the 1989 census was also published by local statistical offices
(National composition of the Altai Territory’s population...1991; Results of the All-Union census
...1990; Brief socio-demographic characteristics ...1990). If there is a shortage of statistical
sources, you can refer to the collections of materials from the 2002 All-Russian Census. They
often presented information in comparison with the previous census (The results of the All-
Russian population census ...2004; The main results of the 2002 All-Russian population Census
...2005). However, it should be mentioned that, unlike in 1989, in 2002 the special order of
the population census was no longer applied, and some regions changed their administrative
boundaries.

Accuracy of censuses
The Soviet population censuses conducted after the war was highly accurate. Thus, in 1959,

as aresult of inspections, 789.0 thousand persons were noted who were not counted during the
census, which amounted to 0.37% of the total number of residents of the country. Subsequently,

GUMILYOV JOURNAL OF HISTORY 2025 55
ISSN: 3080-129X. eISSN: 3080-6860 T. 152.N93.



0. Dashinamzhilov

this indicator decreased from 0.25% in 1970 to 0.12% in 1979 (Podyachikh 1976: 45; Labutova
1984: 25). In 1989, it increased slightly (to 0.14%) (Population of the USSR...1990: 4, 9).

However, the population situation inside the country was slightly different. The political
leadership of the country considered it necessary to keep the location of certain groups of
citizens a secret.

This applied to military personnel of the Soviet army who were enrolled at their place of
service, but who were counted in the census results at the places of conscription; military
construction units of various ministries and departments; paramilitary guards; personnel of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs!. The special procedure of the census also applied to employees
oflocal KGB bodies and employees of individual industrial enterprises®. The closed cities, whose
population was distributed among different regions of the country, were also not distinguished
in the census systematized tables. The methodology and principles governing the distribution
of the population being rewritten in a special order by regions of the country in the pre-war
period have already been described in the literature and are unlikely to have changed in the
later period (Zhiromskaya 2001: 51-60).

[t is hardly possible to obtain the original, unchanged demographic data now. To do this, it
is necessary to find and analyze a large number of materials from specialized archives, which
would contain specific information about the postscript to the population, and it is not known
whether they have been preserved at all. For example, researchers who dealt with the problem
of closed cities used other data (Reut 2012: 131).

Accordingto V.B. Zhiromskaya's estimates, which are based on the last pre-war census 0of 1939,
the discrepancy with real data is about two percent. Such attribution sizes are generally quite
acceptable and acceptable. The alternative method developed by the author for determining the
initial population size involves the use of data calculated back in Soviet period and subsequent
recalculations based on the results of the 2002 census.

According to statistical data published in the collection "The number, composition and
movement of the population in the RSFSR" (1990), the population of the Kemerovo region in
early 1990 amounted to 3176.3 thousand people. Recalculations carried out on the basis of
data from the 2002 All-Russian Census showed that in 1990 the population of Kuzbass actually
numbered 3,099.2 thousand people. The artificial excess was 2.5%, which is a postscript to the
real number of residents of the region, since after the collapse of the USSR, a special procedure
was no longer applied when conducting censuses.

[t was revealed that the population of the Novosibirsk Region was also overestimated by
1.7%. At the same time, the calculated difference was minimal in the Omsk Region and the
Altai Territory. In the Tyumen region, on the contrary, the population in Soviet times was
underestimated by 0.5%. The population of the Tomsk Region was downplayed the most (by
6.2%), where Seversk, one of the largest closed cities in the country, was located. It should be
noted that the revealed numerical discrepancies do not significantly affect the calculations of
population movement indicators, with the exception of the period from 1989 to 1990, where
such estimates significantly distort the natural growth and migration in 1989.

Before the war, there was a problem of age accumulation, that is, the concentration of the
population in ages ending in the digits 0 or 5. This phenomenon was caused by inaccuracies that
arise in questions about age: people might notremember their exact age, deliberately exaggerate
or underestimate it. With the increase in the education of the population, the accumulation
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coefficient (Whipple index) decreased. Since 1970, the introduction of the date of birth into
census programs has led to its almost complete disappearance.

Conclusion

Thus, it was revealed that based on the materials of the All-Union censuses it is possible
to reconstruct the overview on the demographic development of the country. Despite the fact
that the programs do not completely coincide, they give an opportunity to identify the most
important trends and patterns according to number, gender, age, social class, and national
composition of the urban population. The only problems arise in applying published materials
because they sometimes do not agree with each other.

Domestic censuses are usually poorer in terms of content compared to developed Western
countries. So, if in 1989 there were 25 questions in the Soviet census, then in the USA in 1990
there were 71. In Western countries, for example, questions might be asked about participation
in previous wars, smoking, and the nature of past work, and physical disabilities, which may
provide additional information useful to a demographic scientist.

To date, most of the census materials can be easily found in central and regional archives and
libraries. Difficulties may arise only when collecting some rare information, which, as a rule, has
not yet been transferred to archives from departmental repositories. It should be remembered
that censuses provide information about the population of a country at a predetermined point
in time. To understand the processes of reproduction, information on current population
accounting is needed.
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Notes

1. Materials of the All-Union population census (population of rural councils, districts, and
settlements). Ust-OrdynsKky District State Archive (hereinafter UODSA), fr.-92, op.1, 195a, 1.64-68.

2. Population calculations based on the 1989 census. The State Archive of the Trans-Baikal Territory
(hereinafter SATBT), fr.-1645, op.19, d.19, 1.55
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