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Abstract. In the 21st century, the global system is becoming more multipolar, while
regional integration is playing a growing role in politics and economics. Countries
are increasingly turning to multilateral cooperation based on shared history, culture,
and geopolitical interests. In this setting, cooperation among Turkic-speaking states
has become especially important and has developed actively since the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991. In 1992, with the support of Turkey, the first summit of the heads
of Turkic-speaking states took place. It marked the beginning of regular dialogue in
the Turkic world and created a foundation for future cooperation. Another important
step came in 2022, when the Turkic Council was transformed into the Organization
of Turkic States (OTS) at the Samarkand Summit. Since then, the organization has
strengthened its structure, expanded cooperation, and moved toward a more stable
form of regional interaction. A notable event was the summit held on November 6,
2024, in Bishkek. During this meeting, the participating countries agreed to develop
cooperation in digital technologies, finance, transport, logistics, and international
communication. This article looks at how the OTS developed over time and how
integration among Turkic states has changed. It also considers current challenges and
possible directions for future development in the Eurasian region. Special attention is
given to key strategic documents, including the “Vision of the Turkic World - 2040”
and the “OTS Strategy for 2022-2026,” which outline priorities in political dialogue,
economic cooperation, cultural exchange, and humanitarian ties. The research uses
descriptive and comparative approaches and is based on academic studies, analytical
materials, and open sources. The analysis shows that cooperation among Turkic states
has passed through several stages. At first, it focused mainly on culture and education.
Later, political cooperation became more structured through regular summits and
institutions. Today, the organization is expanding its activities, strengthening economic
ties, and increasing its role in the Eurasian region. The findings show that the OTS
has strong potential for further development. At the same time, some institutional,
economic, and political challenges remain. Even so, current trends point to a gradual
strengthening of cooperation and growing opportunities for deeper interaction among
Turkic states.
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Typki MeMJyieKeTTepi YHUBIMBIHBIH, TAPUXHU AAMYbI: UHTErpaLus Ke3eHaepi,
MaceJieJiepi }KoHe 60J1allaFbl

A. Kbibrues?, T. A6abipaxmaHoB®, K. OmypoBa®
K. banacarbin ambiHdarsl KbipFul3 yammeulK yHugepcumemi, biwkek, KolpFbl3cma.
"Kbipru13 Pecnybaukacbl ¥1mmulK FblAblM AKA0eMUSICbIHbIY akademuk A.A. Aimmblubaes amuiHOaFbl
Qdusocogpus uHcmumymeol, biwkex, KviprbizcmaH

AngaTna. XXI faceipZa XasblKapasblK >XKyWhe KeNNoJSpJbLIbIKTBIH, KYyILIEeliMeH >XKoHe alMaKThIK
MHTerpauusiiblK GipJsecTikTep/iiH, >kahaHJbIK cascaT NeH 3KOHOMHUKaZAafFbl peJliHiH apTybIMeH
cunarTtanagbl. Ocel xKaFfaliap/ia MeMJIEKETTEP OPTaK, TAPUXH, MdJIEHU KoHe reocasicu Myjjesepre
HeTi3ZieJireH KOIDKAaKTbl bIHTBIMAKTACTHIK (opMaTTapblH JaMbITyFa yMTbuLiyAa. Ockl TypFbljaa
1991 xbuibl KeHec Opafrbl blAblpaFaHHAH KeliH Te3 AaMu 6GacTafFaH TYPKITiJjec MeMJieKeTTep
apacblHJaFbl BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK epeKile MaHbI3Abl. 1992 xblibl TYpKUSHBIH KOJAAaybIMEH TYPKITiIgEeC
MeMJIeKeTTep OacliblIapbIHbIH, aJFalllKbl CAMMUTI OTTi, OYJ TYpPKi aJieMiHJeri UHCTUTYIIMOHAI/IbIK
JUAJIOTThIH 6acTaslyblH 6eJrijien, MHTerpanusJbIK polecTepAi oaH api AaMbITY YILUiH Heri3 kaca/bl.
BIHTBIMaKTaCTBIKTbI OZlaH 9pi UHCTUTYLIMOHAJIIAHAbIPY/AbIH MaHbI3Abl Ke3eHi 2022 xkbl1Fbl CaMapKaHz,
caMmmuTi 60sb1, oHJa Typki keHeci Typki MemiiekeTTepi yilbiMmbiHa (TYY) adiHanzawl. CojaH Gepi
YWBIM 63iHiH UHCTUTYLMOHANbIK KYPbLIBIMbIH YHEMI HBIFAUTHIIN, Myllle MEMJIEKETTEP apacblHAAFbI
@3apa 9peKeTTeCcy cajajapblH KeHEeWUTiNn, alMakKThlK bIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBIH TYpPaKThl MOJEJiH
Kypyfa yMTbuAbl. TYY gamyblHAaFbl MaHbI3Abl okufa 2024 KblLIJblH 6 KapallacblHAa bimikekTte
©TKEH CaMMHUT 60J1ibl, OHJIa UUPJIBIK, TEXHOJOTUSAIAD, KAPXKbLIbIK TETIKTep, KOJiK-JTOTUCTHKAbIK
MHOPAKYpPbIIBIM K9HE XasbIKapaJblK KOMMYHHUKALMS/JIAP CaJacblHAAFbl bIHTBIMAKTACTBIKThI
JaMbITyFa GaFbITTA/IFaH HemiMaep Kaobuiganabl. TYY cTpaTerus/iblK KyKaTTapblHa, COHBIH, illiHae
CasgiCh [AUAJIOTThbIH, 3KOHOMUKAJIbIK WHTErpalUsiHbIH, M3JEHU ©3apa 9peKeTTeCYZiH >XoHe Mylle
MeMJIEKETTep apacblHAAFbl TYMaHUTApPJIbIK OalIaHBICTapAbl KeHEeUTYAiH Herisri GaFbITTapbiH
aHbIKTaUThIH «Typki asieMiHiH, ke3kKapacbl — 2040» >xoHe «2022-2026 xbligapra apHaiaraH Typki
eJiiepi YUBIMBIHBIH, CTpaTerusiCblHa» epekile Ha3ap ayJapbliajZibl. 3epTTey/Je CUNaTTaMasbIK KoHe
CaJIbICTBIpMaJibl TaJliay KOJJaHbLIAbL YKYMbICTBIH 3MIIUPHUKAJIBIK HETi31 TYpiK, peceiiik koHe 6acKa
Jla XaJIbIKapaJblK 3epTTeyIliJiep/iH FbIbIMU GachlAbIMAApPbIHAH, aHAJMTHUKAJbBIK MaTepuanjap/aH
»K9HE alllbIK aK[apaTThIK Ke34epAeH Typaabl. Kemenai Tangay TYY MHCTUTYLIMOHANABIK JaMybIHAAFbI
Heri3ri ypaicTep/li aHbIKTAal, OHbIH, alMaKTbhIK bIHTbIMAKTAaCThIK >KyiHeciHaeri peJiiH aHbIKTaAbl. TYY
MHTETrpalUsChIHbIH, JaMybIH/AFbl OipHelle Ke3eHJAep/li aHbIKTayFa MYMKiHZik 6epefi. bacTankbiia
BIHTBIMAKTaCThIK HETi3iHEH MaIeHU *KoHe 61/1iM 6epy castayiapblHAa AaMbl bl Keseci keseHae MeMJieKeT
GaclIbLIapbIHBIH, TYpPaKTbl CAaMMUTTEpiH/Ee, NapJaMeHTTIK Ke3Jecy/ep/le >XoHe XaJiblKapaJiblK
dopyMm/iapaa KepiHic TanKaH e3apa apeKeTTeCYAiH casiCu HHCTUTYIIMOHAJIIaHy bl Kylleke TycTi. Kasipri
ke3eH TYY reorpadusiablK KAMTYbIHBIH KEHEIOIMEH, 3KOHOMUKAJBIK 63apa 9peKeTTECYAiH KylleiMeH
koHe Eypasus aliMarblHJarbl peJiiHIH KyllIeliMeH cUNaTTajJajbl. 3epTTey HoTHXKesepi YHUBIMHBIH,
EypasusiHblH, CTpaTerusJiblK MaHbI3/lbl allMafFblH/la OpHaJ/JlaCKaH MYIlle MeMJIeKeTTep apacbiHaFbl
BIHTBIMAKTAaCTBIKThl OZaH 9pi AAMBITY YIIiH alTapJbIKTall ajieyeTKe Me eKeHiH kepceteni. Kannbl
aJIFaH/a, Ka3ipri ypaicrepai tangay TYY aliMaKThIK casicaTTaFbl peJliHiH 6ipTiHAen Kylleie TyceTiHiH
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)KOHe TYPKI MeMJieKeTTepi apacblHAAFbl ©3apa apeKeTTecyAl ofaH api TepeHAeTy MyMKIHJIKTEepiHiH
KeHeleTiHiH KepceTei.
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UcTtopuyeckoe pa3putre OpraHusanuy TIOPKCKUX roCyAapCTB: 3TaMbl
UHTEerpaunuy, npo6jemMsl U NepCneKTUBbI

A. Kbuibrues?, T. A6apipaxmaHoB®, K. OmypoBa®
“Kvipebiackuli HayuoHanvHbili yHugepcumem um. K. basacazwina, buuikek, Kvipebiacmam
*Hucmumym ¢puaocopuu umeru akademuka A. Anmmoiwbaesa HAH KP, Buwkek, Kvipebi3cman

AnHoTtanua. B XXI Beke MexJAyHapoJHasd CHUCTeMa XapaKTepU3yeTCd YCHUJIeHHEeM IPOLLecCoB
MHOTONOJIIPHOCTH U BO3pacTaHUEM pOJIM PpPeruoHajJbHbIX HHTErpallUOHHbIX O00beJUHEHUH B
MHUPOBOM IOJIMTHKE M 3KOHOMHKe. B 3THX yc/l0BUAX rocyfapcTba BCE 4Yallle CTPEMSTCS pa3BHUBATh
MHOTOCTOpPOHHUE pOopMaThl COTPYAHUYECTBA, OCHOBaHHbIEe HAa 0OIHOCTU UCTOPUYECKUX, KYJIbTYPHbIX
Y re0TNOoJIMTUYECKUX HHTEPECOB. B JaHHOM KOHTEeKCTe 0co60e 3HaYeHre NPUo6peTaeT COTPYLHUIECTBO
MeX/ly TIOPKOSI3bIYHBIMHU rOCYAapCcTBaMHU, KOTOPOe Hadya/lo akTUBHO pOpPMHUpPOBAThCA N0OC/Ie pacnaja
Cosetckoro Coro3a B 1991 roay. B 1992 rony npu nopgep»kke Typuuu cocToAICA NEPBbIA CAMMHUT
IJIaB TIOPKOSI3BIYHBIX TOCYAAPCTB, NOJI0XKHUBIIUK Hayalo MHCTUTYLIHOHAJIBHOMY AHaJoTy B TIOPKCKOM
MUpe U CO3JaBUIMHA OCHOBY JJs1 JaJibHeHIllero pasBUTHS UHTErpalUOHHBIX NpPOLeccoB. BaxkHbIM
3TanoM JajbHellled WHCTUTYLMOHAIN3alUU COTpyAHUYecTBa cTaa CamapkaHACKAU caMMuT 2022
rofia, Ha KoTopoM TIOpDKCKUH coBeT ObL1 npeo6pa3oBaH B OpraHusalyi0 TIOPKCKUX [OCYJapCTB
(OTI). C aToro BpeMeHM OpraHu3alys MOCJeA0BaTEJbHO YKpeIJsieT CBOW HHCTUTYLHMOHAJbHYIO
CTPYKTYpY, paclivMpsieT HalpaBJieHUsl B3aWMOJEHCTBUSA MeXAY ToCyAapCTBaMU-y4aCTHUKaMU U
CTpeMUTCs K GOpPMUPOBAHMIO YCTOMYUBOM MOJEeJH PeruoHaJbHOI0 COTPYAHHUYECTBA. 3HAUUMBIM
cobbrTreM B pa3dButuu OTT cTan caMMuT, cocTosiBiiniics 6 Hos6ps 2024 roaa B bulkeke, rjae ObLIU
IPUHATHI pellieHUsd, HallpaBJeHHble HAa pa3BUTHeE COTPYAHUUYeCTBa B chepe UPPOBLIX TEXHOJIOTUH,
$UHAHCOBBIX MEXaHM3MOB, TPAHCHOPTHO-JOTUCTUYECKON HHPPACTPYKTYpPbl U MeXJyHApOAHBIX
KOMMyHUKaluil. Ocoboe BHUMaHUe yesieTca cTpaTerndeckuM fokyMeHTaM OTT, Bkitouas «Bugenue
TIOpKCKOro Mupa — 2040» u «Ctpateruto OTT Ha 2022-2026 rofbl», KOTOpPbIE ONPESESIOT KJIKYeBble
HalpaBJleHUd NNOJIUTUYEeCKOT0 AUaJIora, 3KOHOMUYECKOW HHTerpaluy, KyJIbTyPHOTIO0 B3aUMO/Z,eCTBUA
U pacliMpeHUs TYMaHUTApPHbIX KOHTAKTOB MeX[y rocyAapcTBaMU-yyacTHUKaMU. B ucciemoBaHuun
IPUMEHSIJIMCh METO/bl OMUCATENbHOr0 U CPABHUTENbHOr0 aHAIU3a. IMIUPUIECKYIO0 OCHOBY paboThl
COCTaBWJ/IM Hay4yHble NMyOJUKALMK TYPeLKHUX, POCCUICKUX U APYTUX 3apyOexHbIX MccaefoBaTeseH,
aHaJIMTUYeCKHWe MaTepuasbl U OTKpbITble MHPOPMALHUOHHble WCTOYHUKH. KOMIJIEKCHBIA aHa/IW3
II03BOJIWJI BBIIBUTb OCHOBHBIE TEH/IEHIJUU UHCTUTYLIMOHa/NIbHOT0 pa3BuTusa OTI' v onpefieINTh €€ poJib
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B CMCTeMe peruoHa/IbHOr0 COTpyAHUYecTBa. [[poBeJéHHBIN aHa/IM3 [103BOJIsSIeT BbIJI€JIUTh HECKOJIBKO
3TaloOB Pa3BUTHUA HHTErpallMd TIOPKCKUX ToCyAapcTB. Ha Hada/lbHOM 3Tamne COTPYAHUYECTBO
IIperMylLleCTBEHHO pa3BUBaJIOCh B KYJbTYpHO-06pa3oBaTesbHOH cdepe. Ha cieayroueM 3rtamne
YCUJINJIACh MOJUTHUYeCKasd UHCTUTYLMOHAJU3aLUs B3aUMOJENCTBUA, BbIPa3MBLIAACA B PeryJsgpHbIX
CaMMHTAax IVIaB TOCYAApCTB, NAapJaMeHTCKUX BCTpedyax U MeXAyHapoAHbIX ¢opyMax. CoBpeMeHHBIN
3Tal XapaKTepusyeTcs pacuiupeHueM reorpaduu gestenbHocTu OTT, akTHBU3aLMel 5KOHOMUYECKOTO
B3aMMOJIEMCTBUSA M YKpeIJIeHHEM eé pOJIM B €Bpa3uMKCKOM peruoHe. Pe3ynbTaThl HCCJe[0BaHUSA
II0OKa3bIBalOT, YTO OpraHu3anys o6.J1ajlaeT 3Ha4YMTeJbHbIM IOTEHLIUAI0M /151 Ja/bHeNIlero pasBUTHUA
COTPYAHUYECTBA MEXJY IoCylapCTBaMHU-YYaCTHUKAMH, PACIIOJOXKEHHBIMU B CTPaTErH4eCKH BaXKHOM
perrnoHe EBpasuu. B 1iesioM aHa/M3 TeKyled JUHAMUKU [103BOJIET CAe/aTh BbIBOJ O NOCTENEHHOM
ycusneHud posu OTI B peruoHa/ibHOM MOJMTHUKE U PaCIIMPEHUN BO3MOXKHOCTEHN JAJis Ja/IbHEUIIErO
yIJ1y6J1eHUs B3aUMOIeICTBUSA MeX /Ay TIOPKCKUMHU rocy/jlapCTBaMHu.

KiwueBsie caoBa: Tiopkckuil mup; lleHTpanbHas Asus;, EBpoasuaTckas uMHTerpauusi; KyJabTypa,
o6pa3oBaHue; [UPpOBasa TeXHOJIOTHS; 3eJIeHHas IKOHOMHUKA; JHepreTHUKa

Introduction

The Turkic world is currently going through noticeable changes. Cooperation within the
Organization of Turkic States is already producing results in areas such as the economy, culture,
science and education. At present, there are six internationally recognized Turkic states, along
with several Turkic communities in the Eurasian region. The total population of these countries
isabout 170 million people, and their combined territoryisaround 4.7 million square kilometers.
Today, the number of Turkic-speaking people worldwide is about 210 million, which makes up a
significant share of the global Turkic population (Kriterdergi.com 4.11.2021).

A key recent event was the 12th Summit of the Organization of Turkic States, held on
October 7-9, 2025, in Gabala. At the meeting, the leaders discussed political, economic and
cultural cooperation under the theme “Regional Peace and Security”. The Gabala Declaration
was adopted after the meeting. It highlights cooperation, cultural heritage and the development
of creative industries. The “OTS+” format was introduced to expand cooperation with external
partners and international organizations. It may help increase the visibility and effectiveness
of initiatives related to the Turkic world (The 12th Summit of the Organization of Turkic States:
Turksoy.org: 7.10. 2025).

Methods and Materials

This study primarily employs descriptive and comparative analysis, allowing for a detailed
examination of the historical development of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) across
political, economic, and cultural domains, as well as within the information space. The research
draws on a wide range of open-source materials, including interstate agreements, statistical data,
official reports, and speeches by political leaders. Taking a systematic approach, the study applies
several analytical tools, including retrospective analysis, comparative historical analysis, and the
historical-typological method. These tools facilitate a nuanced comparison of the OTS's activities,
particularly in the area of cultural diplomacy among Turkic-speaking countries of Eurasia.
Furthermore, a systems-based perspective is used to develop a comprehensive understanding of
OTS policies and their role within the broader context of regional cultural cooperation.
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Periodicals (newspapers, magazines, analytical publications) are considered an important
source thatreflects current trends, socio-political discourse, and interpretations of the activities
of the OTS in the media space. Publications are chosen based on their thematic focus, proximity
to the events under study, and the reliability of the information presented. A critical analysis
of periodicals helps identify different perspectives and track how the activities of the OTS are
covered in different countries.

Literature Review

The academic literature on cooperation among Turkic-speaking states is extensive and
has developed in several stages. Early studies mainly focused on cultural, civilizational, and
linguistic ties that historically connect the Turkic peoples of Central Asia, the South Caucasus,
and Turkey. During this period, the Turkic world was often viewed as a community based on
shared identity and historical memory.

Since the 2000s, and especially in recent years, research has shifted toward the institutionalization
of cooperation. In this context, the transformation of the Turkic Council into the OTS is seen as
a new stage, marking the transition from symbolic interaction to institutionalized integration.
This study is based on a comprehensive review of periodicals in Russian, Turkish, and English,
as well as academic articles and analytical reports on the topic. It also includes materials from
online platforms, providing a broad and up-to-date perspective. Particular attention is given to
scholars from countries that are members of the OTS. Turkish researchers such as Cinar Y. and
Uzun Y. (2023), Ozkan G. and Demirtepe M. (2012), and Tomar D. (2021) generally consider
the OTS an important tool for strengthening Turkey’s regional role and promoting multi-level
integration in Eurasia. Central Asian scholars, including Altymyshova Z., Omurova J. (2025),
Rasulev A., and Khuzhaev Sh. (2025), emphasize the practical nature of cooperation and view
the OTS as a platform for developing economic ties, transport potential, and regional stability.
Other researchers, including Avakov V., Badranov A. (2013), Zhang Yuyan (2023), and Mevliit A.
(2023), highlight the importance of soft power, cultural diplomacy, and economic cooperation in
strengthening the Turkic world. Overall, the literature presents the OTS as a promising platform
for regional integration with significant potential in economic, cultural, and political areas. At
the same time, scholars point to several challenges, including differences in national interests,
uneven economic development, and external political influences. Thus, the OTS is seen not only
as a result of shared historical and cultural ties, but also as a developing center of regional
cooperation with long-term integration potential.

Discussion and Results

The Eurasian region is very important because it connects East and West. Many Turkic states
are located in this region. Because of this, they are in a good position for cooperation. Today, the
Organization of Turkic States (OTS) is becoming stronger. It is starting to play a bigger role as a
regional actor. Member countries are working together in different areas, such as the economy,
culture, and politics. The member states can be divided into several groups. These include the
Turkestan region, the South Caucasus, and some European countries.

Today, the OTS has five full members: Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Uzbekistan. It also has three observer states: Hungary, Turkmenistan, and the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus. The main goal of the OTS is to develop cooperation between these countries.

GUMILYOV JOURNAL OF HISTORY 2026 5
ISSN: 3080-129X. eISSN: 3080-6860



A. Kylychev, T. Abdyrakhmanov, . Omurova

This cooperation is based on their shared history, language, and culture (Altymyshova 2025:
42-43).

The Secretariat of the OTS is in Istanbul. TURKSOQY is based in Ankara. The International
Turkic Academy is in Kazakhstan, and TURKPA is in Azerbaijan. The flag of the organization was
created in 2012. It is based on the national flags of Turkic countries and Turkey. At the 11th OTS
Summit in Bishkek on November 6, 2024, the flag was updated (Republic Disiliskiler.ktb.gov.tr:
28.11.2024).

The new flag includes an octagon, a crescent, and a star. There is also a sun in the center with
evenly spaced rays. The background of the flag is turquoise. The flag shows important ideas
such as Turkic identity, unity, and shared culture. It also represents cooperation between the
countries of the OTS (Mevliit 2023: 479).

Stages of integration relations

The analysis shows that integration among Turkic states developed in three main stages.
Each stage represents a different level of cooperation and institutional development. The first
stage covers the period from 1992 to 2008. During this time, cooperation among Turkic states
began mainly in the cultural and educational fields. Initial projects were relatively small, but
they helped build connections and laid the foundation for further cooperation.

Table 1. Stages of Integration of the Turkic States

Main stages

Characteristics of the activity

Projects

First stage, 1992-2008

The independence of the Turkic
states was recognized, which led

to the strengthening of historical

ties and the development of

cultural, educational and scientific
cooperation. Between 1994 and 2000,
five summits of the heads of state
were held.

Establishment of TIKA (1992);
creation of TURKSOY (1993).

Second stage, 2009-2020

During this period active interaction
among Turkic countries, in political,
economic and cultural fields.

Creation of TURKPA (2008);
establishment of the
Cooperation Council of Turkic-
Speaking States (2009); launch
of the “Turkology” project
(2000); opening of the Turkic
Academy (2010); creation of the
Union of Turkic Universities.

Third stage, 2021-present

This stage included the
transformation of the Turkic Council
into the Organization of Turkic States
(OTS) and the expansion of areas of
cooperation.

Adoption of the “Vision of the
Turkic World - 2040”; adoption
of the OTS Strategy for 2022-
2026; creation of the Turkic
Investment Fund; development
of digital, transport and logistics
cooperation.
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The first stage began in 1992 and was linked to the establishment of diplomatic and cultural
contacts among newly independent states.

The first stage started in 1992. At that time, newly independent countries began to build
diplomatic and cultural relations. In 1992, the Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency
(TIKA) were created. In its early years, it opened offices in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Uzbekistan. Most of its work focused on education and social projects in Central Asia.

After 2010, TIKA expanded its activities. New offices were opened in different regions,
especially in the Middle East, North Africa, and the Balkans. By 2021, the organization was
working in many countries around the world. The number of offices increased over time. It
grew from 12 in 2002 to 33 in 2012, and later reached 63 in 2022. The budget and the number
of projects grew. Central Asia and the Caucasus remain important regions for TIKA. The
organization still supports educational, cultural, and social projects there. These regions are
also a priority in TIKA's 2024-2028 strategy. The International TURKSOY organization was
created in 1993. At first, it focused on cultural cooperation between Turkic states. It also helped
promote the culture and traditions of Turkic peoples around the world (Ozkan 2012: 648).

The second stage (2000-2021) saw stronger political and economic cooperation and a growing
role of the Turkic world.

The second stage lasted from 2000 to 2021. At that time, political and economic cooperation
became stronger. The Turkic world also became more influential. One of the main projects is
the “Turkology” program. It started in 2000 and now covers many countries. In this program,
universities open special departments and courses. Students study the history, language, and
culture of Turkey. The seventh summit was held in Istanbul in 2001. Uzbekistan did not take
part at the level of heads of state. Instead, it was represented by the Speaker of the Supreme
Assembly, Yerkin Khalilov (Altymyshova 2025: 44).

The eighth summittook place in Antalya after along break. It was organized by Turkey. Turkey,
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and Kyrgyzstan were represented by their presidents. Turkmenistan
sent its ambassador to Ankara. Uzbekistan did not participate.

In 2009, the ninth summit was held in Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan. It took place on October 2-3.
This meeting was an important step for the Turkic world. During the summit, several countries
signed the Nakhchivan Agreement. These countries were Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and
Kyrgyzstan. They decided to create a new organization called the Turkic Council. This decision
was important. It made cooperation between Turkic countries more organized. It also helped
develop cultural, scientific, and economic ties.

Later, the Turkic Council became the basis for the Organization of Turkic States. In 2010,
another summit was held in Istanbul. At this meeting, Halil Akinci was appointed as the first
Secretary General. The Secretariat of the Turkic Council is located in Istanbul. It works to support
cooperation. Since 2018, it has been led by Ambassador Baghdad Amreyev from Kazakhstan.

Table No. 2. Summits of the Turkic Council / Organization of Turkic States

Year, day City and Country The main topics of the summit
First summit, October 20-21, 2011 | Almaty, Kazakhstan "Economic and Trade Cooperation”
Second Summit, August 22-23, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan Education, Science and Cultural
2012 Cooperation

Third Summit, August 16, 2013 Gabala, Azerbaijan "Transport"
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Fourth summit, June 4-5, 2014

Bodrum, Tiirkiye

"Tourism"

Fifth summit, September 11, 2015

Astana, Kazakhstan

"Media and Information
Technology"

Sixth Summit, September 2, 2018

Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan

"Youth and Sports”

Seventh Summit, October 15, 2019

Baku, Azerbaijan

"Support for small and medium-
sized enterprises”

The Extraordinary Summit of the
CCTS took place on April 10, 2020

video conference

During the Summit, issues of
effectively combating the COVID-19
pandemic were discussed.

The Eighth Summit of the OTS,
November 12, 2021

Istanbul, Tiirkiye

"Green Technologies and Smart
Cities in the Digital Age."

Ninth OTS, Summit, 11 November
2022

Samarkand, Uzbekistan

"A New Era for Turkic Civilization:
Towards Common Development
and Prosperity."

The Tenth Summit of the United
Territories of Kazakhstan,
November 3, 2023

r. Acrane, Ka3zaxcran

"TURKTIME"

11th OTS Summit, November 6,
2024

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

"Strengthening the Turkic World:
Economic Integration, Sustainable
Development, Digital Future, and
Security for All"

12th OTS Summit, October 7, 2025

Gabala, Azerbaijan

"Regional Peace and Security"

The third stage - 2021 to the present. Current development trends.

The third stage started in 2021 and continues today. This stage shows how the organization
is developing now. One important step was the creation of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-
Speaking States. Later; it became the Organization of Turkic States (OTS). This change made
cooperation more organized. On November 12, 2021, the eighth summit was held in Istanbul.
At this meeting, the organization received the name "Organization of Turkic States (OTS)." At
the summit, the document "Vision of the Turkic World 2040" was adopted. It explains the main
goals of the organization for the future. The OTS has a multi-level structure. It helps coordinate
cooperation in different areas (Yuyang 2023: 80)

Table 3. Main organs and institutions of the OTS

Category of organs | Institutes

Functions

Higher authorities | Council of Heads of State, Council of
Foreign Ministers

They determine strategic directions for
development and make key decisions
on all matters of cooperation.

29.11.2024)

Turkic Business Council (Turkpa.org,

Executive Council of Senior Officials, Secretariat | They coordinate the implementation of

structures decisions and organize the activities of
the organization.

Institutes TURKSOY, TURKPA, Turkic Academy, | Develop cooperation in cultural,

scientific, educational and other spheres.
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Educational Union of Turkic Universities Implements academic interaction,
networks student exchange and

Umbrella Turkic Chamber of Commerce and coordinating trade cooperation
organization Industry mechanisms

Umbrella Turkic Investment Fund coordinating investment cooperation
organization mechanisms

A Business Council was created in 2011. Since then, several meetings took place. At these
meetings, countries signed agreements to support small and medium businesses and improve
investment conditions. They also agreed to cooperate in media and television. In tourism, a
joint project called “Modern Silk Road” was launched. It is a 14-day route through cultural and
historical cities in member countries.

In recent years, the OTS has become more active. At first, cooperation was mostly cultural and
humanitarian. Now it also includes the economy, transport, and digital projects. An important
document is the “Vision of the Turkic World 2040.” It sets the main goals for the future. These
include stronger economic ties, better transport systems, digital trade, and closer cooperation
between countries (Tomar 19.11.2021; Analysis AA.com 07.11.2024).

The 11th OTS summit was held on November 6, 2024, in Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan.
Several important decisions were made at this meeting. New initiatives were introduced, such
as the “Turkic Green Concept” and the “Charter of the Turkic World.” Bishkek was also named
the digital capital of the Turkic world for 2025 (The 11th Summit Turksoy.org, 01.04.2025).
The countries signed several agreements. These included cooperation in the digital economy,
civil protection, and space activities. There were also agreements on green finance and the
development of a Turkic language model. Some awards were presented during the summit.
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban received the Order of the Turkic World. Professor Aziz
Sancar was given the Ali Shir Nevai International Prize (Areas of... Turkicstates.org 31.03.2025).

Atthe end ofthe summit, Kyrgyz Foreign Minister Jeenbek Kulubayev spoke about future plans.
He noted that Kyrgyzstan’s chairmanship would help continue work in these areas. An informal
summit was held on May 21, 2025, in Budapest. It was organized under the chairmanship of
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban. This was the first time such a meeting took place in
Europe, in an observer country.

After the meeting, the Budapest Declaration was adopted. It focused on several key issues.
These included economic cooperation, digital development, and security. The declaration
also mentioned the Cyprus issue. It stressed the need for a peaceful solution that considers
the current situation on the island. The participants also expressed support for the Turkish
Cypriots (On the results ..Aksoncenter.ru/news 30.05.2025).

The 12th OTS summit was held on October 7, 2025, in Gabala. The main theme was “Regional
Peace and Security.” At the summit, the leaders adopted the Gabala Declaration. It includes many
points related to politics, the economy, security, and cooperation between countries. During
the meeting, Kyrgyzstan passed the chairmanship of the organization to Azerbaijan (The 12th
Summit of the Organization of Turkic States: Turksoy.org: 7.10. 2025).

The participants also agreed to create a new format called “OTS+.” It is meant to improve
cooperation with external partners. In addition, several important projects were discussed
again. These include the Middle Corridor, the Zangezur Corridor, and railway projects such as
Baku-Thilisi-Kars and China-Kyrgyzstan--Uzbekistan.
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Challenges and Prospects of the OTS.

Integration also faces some challenges. These include different national interests, long
distances between countries, and the influence of external factors. When making their policies,
Turkic states focus on their own interests. At the same time, they also consider regional and
global goals. Because of this, cooperation between them develops in different areas. Economic
cooperation is one of the most important areas. It helps to develop trade, investment, and
infrastructure. This makes cooperation useful for all countries involved. Economic cooperation
is also akey factor in integration. Even though Turkic countries have had close relations for many
years, their economic potential is not fully used yet. For example, in 2021, the total foreign trade
of member states was about 720 billion US dollars. However, trade between these countries
was only about 14 billion US dollars. This shows that the level of internal trade is still quite low
(Mevlit 2023: 486-487).

One of the main problems is the distance between the countries. It makes cooperation more
difficult. Another issue is weak transport infrastructure. In many regions, roads and connections
are not well developed. Financial systems are also not strong enough. Because of this, economic
cooperation is less effective. Investment between the member states is still low. This shows that
cooperation is not fully developed.

There are also problems with movement between countries. Visa rules, work permits, and
residence permits are not flexible. This makes it harder for people to travel and work. It also
slows down cultural cooperation (Cinar 2023: 150).

Geopolitical and military cooperation is viewed differently by the countries. Each state has its
own priorities and foreign policy. Because of this, not all initiatives are supported by everyone.
Many Turkic countries are also members of other organizations. This affects their decisions. For
example, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan are part of the Collective Security Treaty Organization.
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan also take partin the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
Turkey is a member of NATO, which also influences its position.

At the same time, a broader idea of cooperation in Eurasia is becoming more important. It is
often called “Greater Eurasian Integration.” This idea focuses on cooperation across the whole region.
Within this framework, countries can work with different organizations. These include the Eurasian
Economic Union, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and other partners. Large projects like
“One Belt, One Road” are also important. Some experts have different opinions about this process.
For example, Viktor Nadein-Raevsky noted that China is cautious about the strengthening of the
Turkic world. He also mentioned that China is concerned about Turkey’s role in this process. At the
same time, Turkey sees itself as a supporter of Turkic peoples in different regions.

Some analysts believe that the Organization of Turkic States has certain weaknesses. One of
the main problems is that integration is often based mostly on cultural, linguistic, and national
similarities. At the same time, this approach does not fully consider countries like Tajikistan. It
also ignores the long history of interaction between Persian and Turkic cultures in the region.
In Central Asia, this may create some risks. It can lead to divisions instead of cooperation. It may
also affect agreements reached within the Consultative Meetings of Central Asian states. There are
also concerns about certain initiatives. These include ideas about a common language, a shared
alphabet, or even the use of the name “Turkestan.” Some experts believe that such steps could
weaken the unique identities of different peoples in Central Asia. Because of this, some analysts
see these initiatives as an attempt to create a new political and cultural space. However, this view
is debated. Central Asia has a long history of interaction between different cultures. In many cases,
cooperation and mutual influence were more important than separation (Avakov 2013: 12).
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The OTS is still a relatively new organization. It is still developing and building its structure.
There are some challenges and weaknesses. Some areas still need improvement. At the same
time, the organization has strong potential. If member states continue to support it, these
problems can be solved over time. In the future, the OTS may become stronger and more
developed (Minasyan 2025; Rasulev 2025).

Prospects of the Organization of Turkic States

Some Turkic scholars believe that the region is becoming more important in the world.
Many countries are now paying more attention to it, especially because of economic and energy
challenges. Over the past twenty years, trade in this region has grown several times. Because
of this, different countries are trying to build stronger relations with the states of the region.
Turkey and the OTS can play an important role in this process. Their cooperation is based on
unity and common interests. This may help the Turkic world become more influential in the
future. Turkey has a special position in this system. It is located between Europe and Asia and
has a large population of more than 85 million people. The country also has a strong economy,
developed services, and significant military capabilities. Because of this, Turkey can play a
leading role in the Turkic world (Analysis — Vision..AA.com 07.11.2024).

This can be seen in the growing unity between the member states. They are working together
more actively on different platforms. A good example is the speech of the President of Azerbaijan,
[lham Aliyev, on February 14, 2024. In his speech, he said that strengthening the OTS is a key
priority for Azerbaijan. Many media sources also reported this. Azerbaijan sees the OTS as its
main international organization. As Ilham Aliyev said: “The Organization of Turkic States is our
family. We have no other family. Our family is the Turkic world.” (Streng...Caliber.az 06.11.2024)

The 11thOTSsummitwasheldin Bishkekon November 6,2024.1tshowed thatthe organization
is developing actively. After the meeting, Kyrgyz Foreign Minister Jeenbek Kulubaev spoke
about the main topics. These included strengthening the Turkic world, economic cooperation,
sustainable development, digital projects, and security (The 11th...Turksoy.org 01.04.2025).

Before the summit, a meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers was held. At this meeting,
they discussed the main issues and prepared documents for the heads of state. After the summit,
eight documents were signed. The Bishkek Declaration was also adopted. Some of the main
documents focused on digital cooperation. Countries agreed to develop digital trade and online
interaction. Another agreement was about civil protection and joint actions during natural
disasters. There was also a memorandum on space activities. It supports cooperation and joint
projects in space technologies (Strengthening ... Turksoy.org 06.11.2024).

The Bishkek Declaration highlights the need to improve digital and transport connections.
It supports projects such as the Middle Corridor and the Trans-Caspian Customs Transit
Portal. These projects help improve trade routes and strengthen cooperation in the region.
The Digital Silk Road is also an important initiative. It can help improve digital systems and
support economic development. It may also make cooperation between countries stronger. The
declaration also focuses on cooperation in several areas. These include labor, healthcare, social
protection, agriculture, and environmental protection. Special attention is given to employment,
digital healthcare, and water management. Renewable energy is also an important part of this
cooperation (Strengthening...Inbusiness.kz 11.12.2024).

In 2025, the OTS held more than 150 events. These included over 30 high-level meetings
between countries. About 10 new projects were also launched. During the year, the organization
started to work in new areas. For the first time, meetings were held with central banks, financial
agencies, and other institutions. These also included organizations working in defense,
intellectual property, and social policy. Several new structures were created. These include
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the Council for Green Finance, the Turkic World Insurance Union, and the Turkic Investment
Promotion Network (12th Summit...Turksoy.org 09.10.2025).

Cultural cooperation also became more active in 2025. Kyrgyzstan hosted the third Youth
Universiade of Turkic states. Almaty was named the Youth Capital of the Turkic World, and
Manas became the Tourism Capital. The OTS also became more active internationally. It
organized events in cities such as Geneva, Vienna, New York, and Brussels. There were also
official visits to Mongolia, Mexico, and the United States.

Conclusion

The OTS is gradually establishing itself as a significant regional institution, with its role in the
Eurasian geopolitical landscape steadily expanding. In an international system characterized by
rapid change, regional integration initiatives are increasingly critical to fostering stability and
cooperation. The process of interaction within the Turkic world began with relatively modest
initiatives following the dissolution of the Soviet Union and has progressively intensified over
time. This study examines the historical development of the OTS, beginning with the early
summits of Turkic-speaking states, and provides an analysis of the evolution of integration
processes across political, economic, and cultural domains in the Turkic world.

The "Summit of the Heads of Turkic-Speaking States,” initiated in 1992 in Ankara shortly
after the independence of the Turkic republics, gradually evolved into a formalized institutional
framework. In 2009, this framework was transformed into the Turkic Council, and later, in 2021, it
was further developed into the OTS. In recent years, the OTS has expanded the geographical scope
of its activities to include strategically important regions, establishing the conditions necessary
for sustainable regional integration within Eurasia. Today, the OTS stands as a key actor in the
region's integration processes, demonstrating a strong capacity to adapt to the evolving dynamics
of international relations. It has rapidly emerged as an effective and influential institution,
facilitating both bilateral and multilateral cooperation among its member states.

Today, integrationinitiatives within the Turkicworld continue toadvance under the framework
of the OTS, encompassing a broad spectrum of cooperative activities. During the initial stages
of integration, the primary focus was on fostering cultural unity and mutual understanding.
Over time, however, the Organization has increasingly prioritized the strengthening of trade,
economic, and investment linkages, alongside the development of key transit corridors.
Although challenges remain to ensuring the sustainable development of the OTS, coordinated
actions and strategically balanced decisions by member states provide a solid foundation for
addressing these obstacles and further consolidating the Organization's role in both regional
and international affairs.

In the context of changes in the global political landscape caused by ongoing conflicts in the
Middle East, the OTS needs to adapt to new geopolitical risks and opportunities. Therefore, it is
important to deepen multilateral cooperation by expanding interaction among member states
in key areas to strengthen the organization’s resilience and effectiveness. A key priority is the
shift from declarative interaction to practical, action-oriented integration.
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